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Perſecution 


APPEARING 
With its own OPEN FACE, 
I N 


WILIAM ARMORER:* 


As will be ſufficiently manifeſt to all that may. impartially 
read this following Relation of the Cruel Proceedings 
of the ſaid William Armorer, with ſome others, againſt 
the Innocent People of God called QUAKERS, in 
the Townof Reading, in the County of Berks: Of 
histaking of them up, and — reat Numbers 
of them: And of the eontinuance of their Sufferings 
to this day, being almoſt Three years and a half. And 
of his unwearied and Cruel Practices againſt that In- 
nocent People from time to time, | 


Diſcovered and laid open, to the end that Lyes and falſe 
Reports may beſtopped,and that the King and all Peo- 


ple may be rightly informed, and truly acquainted with 
the Cale, as it is clearly and truly init ſelf. 


£ 


Matt. 5. 11, 12. Bleſſed are ye when men ſhall revile je and perſecute 
Jon, and ſhall ſay all manner of evil againſt you falſly for my ſake ; 
rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in Heaven; for 
ſo perſecuted they the Prophets which were before you. 

Rev. 2. 10. Fear none of thoſe things which thou ſhalt ſuffer ;, beheld, 
the Devil ſhall caſt ſome of you into priſon, &c, 


Pal. 119. 126, Jt i time for thee, Lord, to work , for they have made 
void thy Law, | 


LONDON, Printed in the year 166 7, 


To the READER. 


Friend, 
Hou mayeſt be ſenſible , That great and many have 
Leen the Trials and Suffering of the People of 


God in Ages and Generations paſt , who did bear 

. witneſs againſt wit kdeneſs."THolatry and Oppreſſi- 
on, and all the unrighteous Laws and Decrees of men; bear- 
ing a righteans Teſtimony for God. bis Way and Truth, « yo | 
earth; for which cauſe they have always been perſecuted by 
wicked and ungodly men, whom the Devil, the Enemy of 
mankind, hath always made his Inſtruments , to withſtand 
the work of the Lord God. in every diſpenſation of time, 
wherein the Lord hath been ge. to appear and manifeſt 
bimſelf unto men; and as Truth and Righteouſweſs hath flau- 
riſbed and born rule in the heart, and the true worfyipped of 
God been exalted andſet up: ſo much the more hath Deceit, 
Cruelty and Oppreſſion, appeared agaiuſt it, through wicked 
and cruel-minded men; whereby the Lord was diſpleaſtd and 
provoked to anger, and bis indignation and vals Was many 
times kindled againſt the Kings and Rulers of the Earth, be. 
cage of the Aftittions and Oppreſſuns of bis Feople, which 
he did Ke ang take great notice of 5, # the heat Plagutt, and 
dreadful. ments which were krnaw) aud felt inthe earth, 
were ſignal Teſtimonies ; whereby (for the Cauſe before- 
mentioned) they were brought io perpetual ſhame amd confie- 
bat ſhould come after, ard tread 
o the caſe of Cit, who t ruth, 


about Sacrifice,” becauſe Abel ie 
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accepted, and his was not, being wicked; and Abel off red 
unto God a more acceptable Sacrifice then Cain; by which he 
obtrined witneſs that he was righteows , Gen. 4. Heb. 11, 
Alſo in the = of Lot, it may be ſeen how wickedneſs and 
oppreſſion did abound in the men of Sodom againit hin and 
how they compaſſed his houſe, becauſe of the men, the Angels 
of the Lord, which were with him; and preſſed to break the 
door, to ſearch for the ſtrangers : Theſe were tht Sodomites' 
x 0 were made Examples of Gods Eternal vengeance, to all 
perſecutors and ungodly men , Gen. 19. | | 
Aſo in the caſe of the children of Iſrael, when the Lord 
manifeſted himſelf nnto them by Moſes in Egypt, who com- 
manded them to worſhip contrary to the wont ip ar d wills of 
the Egyptians, and walked contrary to their wayes and eu- 
ſtoms, and were op; 1 and held in bondage, till God was 
provoked ta deſtroy them, ſeeing his beavy Plagyes and Judg- 
ren did not reform them, Ex0d. 3, 14. | 18 
" And aſſo the Judges and Kings of Iſrael, who were wicked,” 
and did that which was evil in the ſight of the Lord, and re- 
garded not him, nor his way and people, how the Lord, the 
Alojt High God, dealt with them according to their doings, 
and how he often cut their dayes. ſhort in-the earth ,. and” 
made their Names a reproach for ever. on 
Alſo in the caſe of Haman , whom the King Ahaſuerus 
had exalted and given Power and Authority unto, how he in- 
ſulted over the Kings peaceable Subjets, and poor Jews. mi/- 
repreſenting , and falſly accuſing t5em to the Ring, becauſe 
Mordecai the ſew, could not grve that bonour to him. which 
belonged to the Lord: telling the King , That their | Laws 
were divers from all people , and that they kept not the 
Kings Laws; and therefore ſaid, it was not forthe 8 
profit to ſuffer them: And ibe King giving ioo mubb crellit 
unto this envious, blood y- minded man, conſemted to him 7 
gain 
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$4inft the ſe wo, and bid him do a4 fe ll ta tham,aud left 
them wholly to the mercy of a mercileſs man io deſtroy thems 
ard in the Kings Name he began to proceed againſt the Jews; 
ſo that hit Killany muſt be done in the King Name, which 
was his Cloth, and to execute the Kings Laws , ( or that de- 
ferudruegumrighteous Decree which be thraugb wicked Enmi- 
ty had obtained ) as if the King had ſworn him to do all 
miſchief in his Name 5; which would have been great diſho- 
vour to the King , if he ſhould have brought his wicked inten- 
trons to paſs.; and would undoubtedly hawe provoked the Lord 
Godof Iſruel to anger 4g84inſtthe King, to deſtroy bim: But 
the Lord aphearing fer bis innocent peaple , the Kings beart 
was turned, and he perſmaaed from bis Reſolution which he 

bad made through mij-information,, and then ſee what fol- 
lowed this: proud Haman, who was exalted as it were from 

the Diengby tf 48 the Throne 4 'Eſth, 3.7. 1 

And again bam tbe Princes. and Preſidents of King Da- 
rius\2 bo fearing that: Truth and Rig lteonſueſi ſhould be ex- 
alted by Daniel; and Deteit and Whe hedwe(s thrown down, 

$5.3 finding no occ aſiom againſi him, except it were concern- 

ing the uw and Worſhip of bis God, for they could not deny 

but em an band/t pt ce able man, amd his converſation. a- 

none men was blameleſi and harmleſs, and what was the 

maiter then ? why did they perſecute him and throw him into 

the Lyons Deng Why, theſe envious men that parpeſed to de- 


ſtroꝝ hins.. comming into bxs.Chamberyand finding dim ſeeking 


the Lyra or making petitions ta bin God, as he ge todo at o- 
ther trmegy(nbtzenthitanding there, was a, Law taade againſt 
it) with his window open, they went to ſtir up and incenſe 
the King againſt him, ſaying, Haſt thou not ligned a De- 
Cree, That cv man that-{hall.ask, ar Petition of any 
God ot Man, wit hip gthitty dayes, NAVC of. thee,, O King, 
(or as thou haſt-preſcribed ). hall be caſt into the Lyons 

| Den, 
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Den; and here is ote Pa, ho regardeth not thee, O 
King, net the Decree that thou haſt ſigued ; but makes 
his petitions three times a day, &. Dan. 6. And this was 
his crime, for morſbipping God, or asking petitions of him, 
according to his uſnal manner but ſee the end of his Accns+ 
ers and Perſecutore, Jer. 24. And the King repealed that 
Law, in which he pleaſed God. | | | 
Aud again, Wiiah; Jeremiah, and ot bers, were perſecuted 
by their own Nation the Jews, for bearing witneſ; againſt 
their evil praFiſes, by word and — — , and becanſe 
they. could not conform t hir wwrighteons Laws + yet the 
Jews pretended to worſhipthe true God, and did profeſs love 
and ſervice to Mm n words ; which ſome erhaps may think 
were more juſtifiable then thoſe Perſecutors before-memtioned, 
who worſlipped nothing elſe but Creatures, and the works of 
mens hands : But that cannoFbe ; for perſecation for Religia 
on, and Petit Conſtienteſake in whomoover it appeared, 
was ne ber sf Gd, nor. privfiſed by good mem: And u is 
worje, and more withetl in them who profeſs the true God, 
then in thoſe twho neither know, nor own him in word; and 
a bare pro Yon N God, bir Ram und Ordinaxces y cannot 
ue a An or pe ple in the ſig hi of God, while that na. 
tute ard Tock rules int them, which leads to perfecution. 
And the chief priefts, Scribes and Pbariſees, had « large 
Profeſſion af "God ang 8cripteres, and had the Law of God 
read anon 8 Sabbat h- day; and did many things 
whith Cod confurimtthd to be dune, and et perſerntea Chrif 
that was the Sibſtunce'; and ſaid they 'hadaLaw, and by 
their Law he ought to dye, Job. 19. And his Apoitles 
were alſo perſecuted by them as Blaſpbe mers, and ſuch as chan» 
ged their Landable Cuſtoms and Laws ,'' and turners of the 
world upſide down ;' bec auſe the Lord was with abe, in whoſe 
Authoriiy they preached the Goſpel, andſtyuck at the very 


root 
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root of Iniquity, Wickedneſs and Oppreſſion ,'and their vain 
tht lieh people thite thildmst enduxe to hear beat 
down; but the #hen' Rulers commanded them to preach no- 
more in the Name of Jeſus ; and they gathered great multi- 
tudes together. ſometime by the Sea: ſide on Monntains,Fields, 
and in upper Chambers, jeparate from the Jews and Heathens. 
Synagogues and Temples; an many did ſuffer great xa 
ons by reaſon thereof. And thus in brief (Reader ) thou 
mayeſt ſee and remember how righteous men that truly feared 
God, and wrought righteouſneſs in the earth, have been perſe- 
cuted, and cruelly intre ated both by profeſſors and — 
Aud as it was then, He that was born after the fleſh, per · 
ſecuted him that was born after, and walked inthe Spirit; 
even ſo it is now in this our day, wherein the God of Heaven 
hath appeared unto us, and — ns in hi everlaſting Love 
and Mercy, by the Light and Spirit of his Son Chriſt Jeſus, 
which we have received, and by which we are led into all 
Truth and Righteouſneſs ; and from the filthy converſation 
and wayes of the world, to bear witneſs for God, his Way 
and Horſbip, as it is made manifeſt tous; becauſe f which 
we aiſo have ma 2 — and eruelly intreated, ſince the 
Lord gathered us to be a people; ani many bave dealt hardly 
with us, and roſe up al us for theſe twelvr or fourteen 

gears; and all ſorts of mas , from the high prefe or, to 
the prophane, that have beenin power in the world have puſh> 
ed at ut. But now more abundantly, and particularly, one 

William Armorer, Juſtice ſo talled; amd his Abettors , as 
may be ſeen'by this following Relation, who hath appeared. a+ 

gainſt in this Town of Reading, wore: like a Monſter in 
nature, then a mam, and auch leſi like a Chriſtian, though he 

would he ſo tcconnted 41 alſo the reſt: of eum Perjecutors 
would: But thei works do mal bim and them manifeſt; 
andaccor ding Yovherr proceedings (which thou wilt here find 
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gathered inta as ſhort 4 compaſs, as we Fouls well, to keep the 
ſubſtance. of. things ) thon,maye/t ju ge of Lim aud them : for 
we. deſire. mot to lag open the cruel dealing of our adverſaries 
farther then to relate their own ad ions; neither have we put 
a worſe face apo it, then it ia really in it ſelf. But if it doth 
appear ngly,eruel and wonſtrons, it is their on ʒ we have rot 
wronged: them in one particular, that we know Hz neither 
have we: filled paper, to ampliſie, with many word: to make 4 
large volume, to ſet out the cruelty of his and their proceed- 
ings, and hew contrary it is to the known Laws of the Ring- 
dom , but to leave that to thy ingenious underſtanding, as 
#hou alt readiie Relation, to make up that which for bre- 
vitie nal wa have omitted ; and the reaſou why it has lain fo 
long, and not been publified, as man 'y have both expeFed and 
defered, was, becauſe-we did not deſire to lay open his crnelty, 
er to make a noiſe of our ſufferings ( for in that we have the 
infallible teſtimony and evidence of Gods Eternal Spirit in 
our Conſciences, that we. ſuffer for well doing, and for riglte: 
ouſneſs ſake; we are fuiy ſatisfied in our jelves, if it had 
been buried in Obiivions Grave ) but would rather have 
bim amend and repented; but ſcezng be ſtill continues to 
deal hardly amd crue dy with us, and not only ſo , but iſre- 
preſent ims, and falſly accuſeth us ts many who do.not know bis 
pr accedings againſt us , we cannot but bring theſe things to 
publike view, for the clearing of that bleſſed Truth and Te- 
fStimony for which we ſufſer , ard our innecegey > which is 
deeplycancerned hereim, andto ſati qe all people who bave 
he ardube rumourthercef; dv e, ibat he may ſer and re- 
member what he h done ag us, and leave off hit bad 
intents and work f | Cruelty, and repent of then. Wd 
Aud Reader, thou wilt ſind li Sellewing, Relation, 
Wat the ehief \Caufe of this. aur Suffering u Becanje.s 
caunot fovear. dt ul, it being-forbiddee . by Chriſh ex 


Jus, 
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ſur; whom we weft hear in a Hit, and by bis Apoitles 3 
and being inwardly Lin eur Conſtientet by his Spi- 
i; That we (as Chriſtians ) ought not to ſwear iv any caſe, 
(as the true Chriſtians have been keretofoxe Y dure not do 
it. Aud alſo, becauſe we meet together toſeck, Cod, to wait 
upon him, and to ah Pebitions of. bi, as we uſe to do, with 
aur doors open : Becauſe of this, we areacrujed\ as Plotters, 
breakers of the Kings Laws, Kc. and thronged up in Prifons, 
and ſentenced to Baniſhment from the Land of our Nativity; 
and all the Crime they can findus guilty of , is , Becauſe we 
confeſs we meet to ſeek the Lord, or wait upon him; and this 
our Adverſaries accounts ſufficient ground to proceed againſt 
us; whereby it is fully manifeſt , That it is againſt the ap- 
pearance of Good, of Sobriety, of Truth and Righteouſneſs, 
that this old Spirit of Cain, of the Sodomites, of Haman, 
and of the cruel Jews, is 2 in William Armorer, and 
ſome others, who take occaſion againſt us, becauſe of the Law 
and Worſhip of our God, elſe he conld have notbing againſt 
ws, nor juſtly accuſe us ; but becauſe be himſelf comes to our 
e Meetings again and again, as thou wilt ſee, . — us ſeek- 
p ing The Lord, of aching Petitions of our God, and nothing 
- elſe he gan prove againſt us; for we can appeal to him, and 
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7 all people in this place, Who we have wronged or hurt in any 
9 thing? And bave we not lived peaceably , harmleſly , and 
- honeſtly amongſt our Neighbours * And if nothing elſe can 


7 be found againſt us, but for the cauſe before mentioned, is 
e it not great pity that any of the Ruler of England ſhould 
- be ſo much like thoſe wicked Perſecutors before mentioned, 
4 as A hand in ſuch a work? And doth it not tend ve- 
ry mich to the diſbonour of the King, that 2 things 
ſhould be aFed in his Name? And do not ſuch men do the 
King much more hurt , then ever they can do him good, by 
B 
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Aſobliging the hearts of all bis beſt and moſt trueſt SubjeT 7, 
2 theſe wilſul and nd 4 Proceedings in his Name, and only 
ati qe the Rabble of rude deboiſt people, in whom his ſafet 

doth not at all conſiſt. To ſay no more, we ſhall leave it tot 

ferious conſederation of the wiſe Reader, and remain friends 
unto bim and all men, and do pray for the Converſion of our 


Enemies, who hate us, though we are continued under great 
Oppreſſion, 
From the Priſoners called Quaker, 


in Keading-Gaol, the 13th day 
of the 6th Month, 1667. 


2 
n 


PERSECUTION appearing in its 
own Open Face, &c. 


Efore we come to ſpeak i particulae! of the Proceedings of 
Wilkam Armorer, we thought fir (as in its right place) to 
give a ſhort Relation of the Proceedings of George Thorn; 
in the time of his Mayoralty, in the year 1662, and how 
he acted his part againſt the People called Quakers, being 

his known Neighbours in the Town of Reading. But he being ſince 
dead, we ſhall ſay the leſs of him, only for the ſake of ſuch as are 
yet living , that they may not tread in the footſteps of unwiſe and 
cruel.minded-men , and that thoſe that have had a hand in theſe 
things may take warning , and repent , before the time cometh, 
when the wicked ceaſeth to a& , and receiverh his reward accord- 
ing to his works, which follows him, 


The geh day of the ſecond Month, called April, 1652, the Seiſi · 
ons being holden at Newberry for the County of Beks, where 
Rich: Palmer of Ochingbaw , fare Judg ; where Thomas Currin, 
George Lamboll, and cake more, ap being warned thither for 
not going to their Worſhip, an Indictment being read againſt chem 
npon that account ; They pleaded nor guilty, and the Court requi- 
red of them to put in Bail for their appearance the next Seſlions; 
one of them —— , They were known to them. and if they 
would take their words to appear, ay would promiſe to appear; 
but that not being accepted, — were ſent to the Gaol 


The 15th of the 4th Month, called Fane , 1662 , George Thorne, 
Mayor, ſent two Conſtables, Thomas White, and Fobm Kenton, (both 
which alſo are ſince dead) to the Meeting at Tho: Carts bis bouſe, 
and took the Names of Friends at the — and ſaid they muſt 
come before the May or the — ne 

3 


of them anſwered, 
That 


* (2) | 

That would not go out of the way on purpoſe , but might 

if edge did ſend for them, The next day the Conſiables L 
Officers with a Warrant from Go: Thorne , took william Lambell, 
William Tompſon, «Anthony Sadler, Thomas Tudway , Walter Emer. 
ton, Joan Dre, Anne Hatt, Hanah webb, and Sarah Lamboll, ſome in 
the ſtrext, ſome ar their own/-houſes, and ſome going to their work, 
ſome of whom deſiring to go before the Mayor, being brought be- 
fore him, he demanded bond of them to appear next Seſſions, they 
anſwered, They could promiſe to appear : But that not being taken, 
he ſent them to Gaol ; and being brought to the Gaol-door, one of 
the Officers faid to the Under-keeper, Here I have brought you two ho- 
neſt men. But F. Lambol, and H. webb, were bailed by e Mk, 
unknown to them, 

The 22d of the ſame Month, George Thorn Mayor, and Thomas 
white Conſtable, came to the Meeting, and took Nineteen Friends, 
viz. Leo: Coale, Foſeph Coalt, Jonathan Lamboll, Thomas Chelton, Fo: 
Walker, Jo: Fellows, Joſeph Phips , The: Bartlet, Po: Bonlt, James 
Whitchears; Edw: Smith, fo: Ranolds , Rich: Hutchins, Anne Sharp, 
Margery Richardſon, Eliz:: Der, Widow, Bridget Smith, Sarah Lam» 
bell, and Hannah webb, and ſent them to the Gaol! for being at the 
Meeting; Sab Lembell, and Hannab Webb being committed in 
the Town-Seſſions. | 

The 8th of the 5th Month, called 7 «/y, the Seſſions for the Coun- 
ty was holden at AH den, to which place the Ptiſonery before men- 
tioned were b t, and the Aſlizes being the next day, the Seſſi- 
ors was adjourned for two weeks: the Priſoners not Called, 

And the 18h, of the ſame Month, the Seſſions was holden for the 
Burrourh of Reading where Sarah Dambol and Henry Webb appeared: 
Iaſtead of proceeding againſt them according to their | 
for being at a meeting; they asked them if they would take the Oath 
of Allegiance, which they for Conſcience ſake refuſing, were ſent 
to Goal: again. 

And then the 224 of the ſame Month, the Priſoners before men- 
tioned, ere had again to Abingdon to the Seſſions, being the time 
to which they before Adjourned, where 34 Priſoners appeared, ſome 
being left fickat Goale And The; Curtic and Geo, Lamboel, and 7 of 
the ether 8 that were Indicted at Newberry, for not going to their 
Worſhip (one of them being an ancient man, and not well, 2 
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behind at Reading ) were tryed by the Jury, and freed. Yet not- 
withſtanding, T bo: Halt the Judg, cauſed the Oath of Allegiance to 
be tendred to The: Cartis, ard Geet Laub, whereby to enſrare 
thoſe two only in that ſnare, for refuſing of which, they were 
committed again to Gaol, and of the other ſeven they demanded 
Sure. es for their bebhavicur, which they not giving, were ſert 
likewiſe again to Gaol ; and the other twenty five Priſoners (be- 
ing — by the Jury) were diſcharged, 

The 27th-of the ſame Month came Ge: Thorne Mayor, and The: 
Seikes Juſtice (fo called) with Hagh Smirh the Clerk, and many Sol- 
diers with them, to the Meeting, having the Statute-book with them 
alſo: One of the Friends deſired they would read the Preamble tothe 
Oath , but they refuſing, took Forty ſeven Friends, viz. 7 be: Nor, 
Tho: Tadway, . Kembell, Leo: Key, Peſb Phips, William Lambell, 
Po; Ramolds, Chriffopher Cheeſman , Walter Emerton, Humphrey E- 
merten, T ho: Bartlet, Fo: Walker, William Tempſen , Fo: Bunlt, James 
Whitheart, 7o: I. „ Willam Tet , The: Chelton, aſper May, Je: 
Fellows, Amber Sadler, Edv: Smith, Tho: Speed , William whiter, 

onathan Lanboll, Ann Haft, Francis Kent , Flic: Tudway, Joan 

by, Rachel Cape, Sarah Paint, Anne redes, Sarah Lamboll, E- 
ks: Der Jane Huſſ J. Nasic, Amr South, Hannah Nenn, Ha- 
meh Emerton, at Smith , Bridget. Smith, Hinuah Mills, Anm 
Webb, Dorothy Clarks, Catherine Edſel, Francis Dawſen, and Joan 
Terr 69, and made a Mittimus, And ef "them. ta the Gaol, many of 
whom were freed bug a few is before, ar Abingdon; as the Reader 
may obſerve; 4 \ « 16 IV IEDI ul. 9 <1 * | - 

The 7 / of the 8h Month, called Of ober, 1667, the Seſſions was 
holden at Newberry , but all the Women were left ar home by the 
Mayor's Order, Gere ing ſo many, ic ia be rhe burden was too 
beavy for hi Na Wear A 27 c p* , (arid taken no notice 


. 
" 


of: Ard. The: Curtis, Andr, Lambett were got dad thither, but 
the ſeven men before mentiop ed, committed for not giving Sure 
ties, were callec᷑ and diſcharged; and the reſt of the men laſt taken, 
being there called, were indiged for being at an unlawfull Meet- 
ing, and havi n Not guilty, the Court demanded Sureties, 
for not finding of which, they were ſem back apain to Gaol, 

be 13th day of the 11th Month, -.-62 , the Seſſions for the 
County was held at Reading, but none of our Friends (the _ 

ers 
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(4) 
ers) were called, but were kept till the next Quarter-Seſſions hol- 
den at Newberry the 285 of the ſecond Month called April, --63 1 
and being had thither, twenty one in number being called into the 
Court. the Judg ſaid to them, Tow are diſi ha ged, and pray God bleſ? 


vo but thong we do aiſcharge you, yet we cannot give away the Ci be 


Fees : The Priſoners told them, they would ſpeak with the Clerk, 
which having done, told him they could give him no money; but 
however, he diſcharged them, 

And Ges: Thor xe Mayor , having thus g ven the onſet upon his 
peaceable and harmleſs Ne ghbours , for their tender Conſcience 
ſake, and having haled them to priſon, and thronged them together, 
and hurried them backward and forward from ode Seſſions to ano- 
ther, till his own works had even tired him, his fury being pretty 
much ſpent, another Inſtrument appeared to carry on that work, to 
wit, William Armorer, who came on with open mouth, as it were, arif 
he would have devoured at once, the ſheep of che Lords Pallure; 
and as if he had bid defiance to the Lord God of Iſrael, and were 
reſolved to deſtroy his choſen people , being furniſhed wich great 
ſtrength and authority, and having bis will for his Law, and priſons 
ready to receive all that come to his band , or rather, what his own 
heart and hand found out, ſearching the Houſes, Chambers and 
Shops of innocent people for that end, as if it were Crime enough 
to be called a (Chriſtian) 2naker, and his puniſhment muſt ſar ex. 
ceed the quality of the Crime, beiag almott three year ad a halt' 
Impriſonment : And thus he has continued to this time, as the Rea. 
der may obſerve, Cale al ' 

Upon the 27:h day of the firſt Month, in the Year 1664, n 
— came to the houſe of Thomas Coo ( mere che people of 
God were peaceably met together, to upon, and worſhip the 
Lord in Spiric and in Frach, dccording to their uſual manner ) and 
pulled out of the Meeting the young children, chen cook thirty four 
men, whoſe Names are as followeth, viz, Wiliam Lamboll, Richard 
Hutchins, William Tompſon, Jaſper May, Edward Lambours , Jobs 
Fellow, Tamer Marlow, Anthony Sadler, Thomas Tudway, lames 
Whiteheart, Walter Emerton, Toſeph Phipes, Tho: Speed , Tho: Chelton, 
T bo: Cenicke, Tho: Heifeild, Tho: Hinde, Daniel Cretu, Henry Pixcing, 
Tawes Lavell, Hen: Briftow, Ryb: Pider, Tho: Curtis, Gro' ge Lam. 
bolt, Leonard Rey, Tohn Kembell, Jonathan Lamboll, Lro:Coale , In: 

x Paine, 


(s) * 
Paine, Tobn Becke , Tho: Norris, Edward Fellow, William Whiſtler, 
and Chriſtopher Page; and cauſed the Clerk to make a Mittimus, the 
ſubſtance whereof was, for being at an unlawful meeting, contrary 
to an At of Parlament made about a year or two before, c. and 
delivered them to Richard Johnſon, and Jobs Creed, Conſtables, who 
had them to the County- Gaol in Reading. . . 
The 34 day of the 24 Mon th called April, 1664, came Wilkam 
Armorey again to the meeting, and took two men,viz, Robert Pame, 
and Jobs Belt, being all the men that were at the meeting; And ſaid 
| to them, what a Devil are you mer again?I will ſend you all toPriſon ; 
what a Devil, are you all Dumb? hach che Devil caſt his Club over 
you, and bewitched you? J. Bui ſaid, We have learned of a betterSpi. 
rit, even the Spirit of ( hriſt Jeſus, which teacheth us to deny the 
„Devil and all his Inſtruments. uh. Armorer, Who a Devil will 
believe you ? harg you, you are deluded by the ſpirit of the Devil; 
Iwill ſend you all to Priſon; J. Boa, Many good people will believe 
ws, and we wholly deny the ſpirit of the Devil, having choſen a better 
ſy rit, the ſpirit of Chriſt Jeſus, which is a ſpir t of love and meek. 
neſs, of patience and humihity, * A. You ſay true, it is ſo, J. B. 
| And the fpiritot the Divil is an angry, furious, haſty, perſecuting 
ſpirit. . A. ſa d he is ſu : J. B. Come. let us try who is of this ſpi- 
rit, thee, or us. . Armorer, A Devil on you, I could find in my heart 
to lay you over the pate with my Cane. 7, Aan, I hou oughteſt to 
keep the peace ard I hope thou wilt not go to break it, didit thee e- 
ver read that Chriſt, or any of his Apoſtles did perſecute any? Ar- 
wo &, Did none then Ch iſts lock is but a little flock, and there is but 
a few of jou, but I will make you fewer, I will hunt you our, and 
ſend you to Priſon, J. Ben, that's the weakeſt thing that thou 
ca”ft do; if thou can'ſt convince me of any thing that is evil, I will 
| hear thee and let the Prizons alone: after ſome other diſcourſe he 
| cauſed a M.ttimus to be made, and ſent them to Goal : And the 
| 19th day of the ſime Month the General Quarter Seſliions tor the 
County was held at Newbe--y, but the Priſoners before mentioned 
| were nor had chither, nor Called; neither at the Seſſions for the 
' Burrough of Rcading, he'd about the ſame time, though moſt of 
| them were Inhebir1ars of the ſame Corporation, 
The Firſt of the 3d Vonth called Mu, 1664,. came ian 


Armo-er again to che Meeting, and cook one man and fix women — 


9 ; (6) 

' The, Battht, Anne Hat, Arne Sharp, Havah . Sara Pune, De. 
rothy Clarke, and Elizabeth C rage, and made a Mutimus mach after 
che manner of the former, and ſent them to Goa! by Rich. Jobuſon 
Contllable, 

The 8h of the ſame Month, came u. Armer tothe Meeting 
again, there being no man there, he took ſeven women, Bridger 
Smith, Anne Curtis, Sarah Lambol, Int Smith, K athavint Woodard 
Martha Cherſeman and Elizabeth Hampe; and made a Mittimus 
as before, and ſent them to Coal, by Tho. Coats Conſtable, 

__=_ the 2:4 of the ſame Month, {law Armorer came again, 
to the Meeting in great fury, as formerly, bur fading ani a fel 
Children and young Maidens, he pulled them Gut himfeif,/(and lus 
men) having a great Club, or Staff in his hand, ſtruck one of the 
Maidens a Gre Stroke, that ſhe felt it for ſome time aſter ; and 


told them he would ſend them to Priſon; and other — * 
ſpeeches hat he would do to chem, if chey came diere _= 

on the ſeventh of the fantch month, the Gaoler called for all the 
Women and Maids before-mentioned, except fix , . Amr Hart, 
Ann Curtic, Sa ah Lamboll, A. Sharp, Sarah Pane, and Eliz.Craxe, 
and gave them leave to go out of priſon, and to come again when 
he ſent for them, having (as is ſuppoſed) ſome private Inſtruction 
from iam Armirey ſo to do; and about the 187 day of the ſame 
month, The: Coates Conſtable, came to the Gaol, and-texchr out one 
of thoſe fix (Anne Sharp) alſo , the Gaoler demanding, tees of her 
Husband, he refuſed to pay it; notwithſtanding his refuſal, ſhe was 
fer 2 liberty, for the Conſtable had ſome work for her Husband 
to do, , 

And now we come to the Proceedings at the General Quarter. 
Seſſi>ns held ar Ap ingdon the 12th of the 5rþ month, 1664, againſt 
the Priſoners before mentioned, who were taken up, and committed 
for being at meetings, &c, Bur being brought to the place afore- 
faid, they were informed that the Juſtices would have put them off 
to the deſſions for the Burrough of Reading , but William Armorer 
would got conſent to it; and one He told Champion the Deputy. 
Clerk, That here was about threefcore Puakers, and asked what he 
ſhould do with them : Champion replyed, That he would ſhew them 
a trick; which he endeavonred to db indeed, becauſe ſome of the 
moderat'ſt men who were warned to be of the Jury, were m_ 
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ed againſt, and put out; beeauſe ſome of our friends abom er 
before being there upon the ſame account of meeting, were clear. 
=» hy Jury, there being no ſufficiens evidence againſt them, 
Well, in the Afternoon they were called to the Barr, expecting a 
Trial — their Mittimus: One Friend, Jamrs # rebearr, 
being the firſt that was called to the Barr; — not off his Hat to 
them, they were angry with him, and many words paſſed, and 
he was taken from the Barr , but they never ſo much a3 ed him 
whether be would take tl Orth of Allegiance, or not; The nent 
that was called, was one Hem 5 Pig, (who was committed amon 

them, but was 0 Dee, ſ called) who! coming tothe Bart witty - 
his Hat in his hand, and bowing his body to them, Tin Hor who 
was fadg) ſaid, H h fore t and ased bim if 
hewouldtake the Obth of Allegiance ? He anſwered, he had taken 
it deee already: The Judg ſaid, Bar y.w were no Quaker:then , The 
{aid Hinty reptyed , Neirber am 1 now, but have bre. were - 
pop Up and 7 nevtr'[aw no hurt by them, but ave kt hon t e 


t Upon which Piliaw , he Rood up, and ſasd to bim. 24/43! 
id you not tel we ſo before. _ laid, Tow ure hit fo whanh- 
ful, that you would nit hear me, Then the Judg:ſaid he mat take it 
an, {the Oath was read to him, and be / ſaul after them and ha- 
taken the Oath, the Judg ſtood up. and'imide a motion to the 
reſſ of the Juftices; That becauſe this Hen y n bad takenthe 
Oath, he did deſire that they would conſent that Le-(hbuld go free: 
without paying any fees ; to which the Juſtices confestring, bid che 
Gaoler take no fees of him, and would have had han to bave-paſt 
out at a back door, and come no more among the Quakers: Burke: 
told them, He hoped now he was freed q he might go out- at which 
Then the Judg bid the Gaoler bring up ten of the hriſoners at & 
time; and Tho: Norrss, and ſeveral others, were called; and ley: 
asked chem whether they would tale the Oath of Allegiance , abey, 
anſwered, they were not commitec upon tlie account of the Rath 
but were taken ar-a — and etpect ed 4/111 upnp! cher anl. 
count: Others of them aniwered, Chriſt had commanded themmot 
to ſwear at all, and therefore they could not take an Oaib; and chat 
they were not ſent to Gaol for that, but were tale fl ata ting, 
&c, Judę. #+ diſthargr you! ai bo h _— rt your not u #ba 
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Oath of Allegiance. Many being called, anſwered to the ſame pur. 
ſe as the — Tho: Carts was called; the Judg asked him if 
e would take the Oath of Allegiance > Who anſwered, He had 
ſomething ro ſay , and deſired he might be heard; and ſaid he did 
not refuſe the Oath upon the account as nor to bear his Allegiance 
to the King, but becauſe Cliriſt had commanded him not to ſwear at 
all; for be was perſwaded, That he had manifetted himſe!f to be 
as good a Subject to the King, as moſt in the County, ſince He 
came in; and that if he could take any Oath either co ſave his E- 
Rate or Life, he did profeſs he would begin with that Oath , and 
therefore deſired that the Court would be pleaſed to let ſome of 
their Miniſters ſhew him by the Scr ptures how he might take it. and 
not break the Command of Chriſt, and he would do it. The Judg 
called to a Miniſter that was near them, to ſpend half a quarter of 
an hours time with him, to ſatisfie him in this particular, and they 
would fit till and hear. But the Prieſt (one Morell, as we remember 
his Name was) ſaid, putting off his Hat, and bowing to the Court, 
he deſired to be excuſed, for he had, bad to do with ſome bf them 
already, and they were an obitinate people, and would not be ſatis- 
fied, or to that purpoſe, 
Tho: Curtis: This is commonly the anſwer we have from cheſe 
mei, when they are deſired to anſwer us a queſtion according A F 
_ Scripture, that we might be ſatisfied , they anſwer,, We are obiti-: 
nate, or ſuch like. - tb 5"! , "20 
So the Gaoler was commanded to take them all away, by iiam 
eArmorer, who ſaid, I know they will net take it; though many of 
them never denyed it. 4:64 5 18 
The next morning, being the 1 3th of the month aſoreſaĩd, after 
William Armorer was gone out of Town, two Friends, viz. Richard 
Filling ſly, and william Sargood, were called to the Barr (being war- 
ned to appear there for not going to their Church, though there 
was no Prieſtin the Pariſh) and expected they ſhould have been 
proceeded againſt for that; inſtead of which , they asked them if 
they would take the Oath of Allegiance, and: becauſe they could 
not ſwear, were fent to Gaol with the Priſoners before men- 


The 1 9th of the ſame month, ohr Cr | Conſtable, came with a 
warrant from 1illian Armorer, to the Gaoler , and demented 2 
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body of Tho: Carti, which being delivered by the Gaoler , was 
-had'td —— mien Aer was, who faid —.— 
Cr, Tow art going e B ie Fur. but 1 will fop your jo ; 
Sherif having a — to go to ro om bis occations) 
and commanded the Conttable to carry h:m to the Town-Priſon, 
the Counter; he refuſing to go, ! being a Priſoner in the County» 
. Gz6l, the Conſtable called n Officer, and compelled him, and they 
had him to the Counter without M rrimme. 

And the 224 of the ſame month, being Seſſions time for the Bur. 
rough of Reading , Rich: Johnſon Conſtable; came and fetcht out 
Tho: Curtis from the Counter, before Tho: Seikes Mayor, and ii. 
lam eArmorer , Edward Dolby, Juſtices, and many others in the 
C bunc:|-Chamber : The Mayer asked him, Whether he ſent thoſe 


papers? T. C. ſaid, I received them from 4 little Maid that came 


from the Gaol, and I ſent. them: They ſaid, Bat did you write them ? 


He anſwered, Nay. Did you indite them, ſaid the ayor ? I will not 


. anſwer to ſuch queſtions, (ſaid T. C.) read the Paper, and then I will 
ſay more to it. So they gave him the Paper, and he read it; and be- 
ing reading that part which faith , Becauſe of ſwearing , the Land 
mow ne ; Alderman fohnſon ſaid, that was very true: And having 


-read it, T. C. ſaid it was every word true, and ſhould ſtand for 
ever; and he did own it: Then ſaid YYV/;lliam Armerer , 1 will ſend 
"it ro the Council. I. C. ſaid, I wonld they bad every one , one of them: 


A Copy of which here follows, 


—_— — * 


HE Eternal God, from whom no ſecrets can be hid, ſees your 
doings, and the eye of the Lord bebolds the way that now 


you walk in. and the works you are about, who are perſecuting his 


bs, and impr — people, who for the fulfilling of his com> 
mands, and walking in his ways, have choſen the ſufferings of this 
preſent world, rather then all the glory and pleaſure that this world 
can afford them; and we have counted up our coſt, and do find up- 
on ſerious deliberation , That it is better for us todye by the hands 
6f the hard-hearted and cruel men of this world, in and under the 
favour, love and friendſhip of the Lord, then to loſe our peace 
On bang ace faich and peace of _— 
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which the Lord hath given us; ad w hade truly debated, ponder. 
ed arid comſide ved this our preſent ſtate of hard and cruel ſuffer- 
ing in our n boſomes:,\ and weigltd our hearts in the ballance of 
Gods truh; and there is nothing in all this world that could make 
us to ſeave our Wives and Families, our Callings, Eſtates and Em- 
payments, but thi; very ching, namely, be Truth of aur God. 
yad the Worſhip of Chtiſt. Jeſus; the profeſſion and prctiſe of 
which, ar this day is the ground of this our ſufferings. And where. 
as you preſs us ſo hard to take the Oath of Allegiance, and come 
ta/your Church; We do declare in the finrerity of our hearts, Thee 
theiground and cauſe why we caudot tate an Oath in any cafe, al- 
thing iti bo to the oſs of ur Ef atescand Life, is, Becauſe Jeſys 
Ch bit audi is Apoſtles bath.commended us not toſwedr at all, and 
it is. nod iateful for us in any rafe to break Qhriſts command: And 
if any of your Miniſte rs, Doors, Priefts pr Buſhops, can wake it 
appear by: Gods Ward, or the Scriptures, chat it d laſul for us to 
\fencur, and may. fiveat, and not falbintò damnation, e ill take it. 
And therefare ceaſe ratling for t ſwearʒ and breaꝶ ; Chriſts com- 
mands, till ur Boctors, Biſhops iu mes or Miniſters, or ſome 
of chem, hath convinced. us that it may be doe, and Chriſts com- 
maudꝭ not broien . There is ioo much ſwearing already, and be- 
gau ſe of raving; the Land mann. And as concerning coming $0 
your Church, e have wich much gravicy conGdered- the true ſtate 
of the Church of which you are members , to ſee if poſſible, we 
might come to you, and join with you, and not loſe our peace with 
God; and this we find. That you have called your ſelves by the 
Name of the Church of Chriſt, but the nature of Chriflians, and 
of the Churchof Chriſt, is denyed hy you: For the pride we lai- 
Ay ee, and me Oath we daily bear from the Mie abets bf your 

Church ia ſuſfioientib make à Hrathen or a Turt much more a 

Ehriſtian) quite out of love withlit - And further, the cruelty that 
ispraciſed by your: members, as haling men and women out of their 
peaceable Meetings, and caſting them into Priſon, contrary to the 

Lord JeſusChriſt's practiſe and Doctrine, is ground enough for us 

eto behve that vu are eicher members af»Gbrifts Chusch, nor 

«hitdrkwob:God, lnor beiti of bis bieſſed Ringdomꝭ fur if you 

were members of Chriſts Church, you uuld not act ſuch high bla- 

ſphemies againſt the ring God, . as to ſwear hy the * 4 

ou 
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Wounds of God; and God-damn me; and God confound me; and 
when youhave:{d dope, enter 1n0-your, Church, aud cry aloud, w# 
beſeerhvahee to hu, us 0064 , and:this is top common among the 
members of your Churc. ; Now in the coolneſs of your hearty, 
coninderwhar it is yo are ſn earneſtly pe ſwading us unto : How 
cer we am oamong © u, d joy n gn prayer with ſuch as act this 
grrbtlultkednels ? It we ſhuuld.come and join with; you, the Lord 
up amn us all together., tem it is the ſame tongue, the ſame lips, 
and he fame ſpirit cher ſwears before you enter, that when you are 
entred calis ta Cod to hear you; ſo that the words of the Apoſtle 
are lulolled/ Aut af the {ame month proceedeth ** and cur ſings. 
Ch y< uaw 12 in cage know got Cad, neither of what ſjyrit 

you are; arc ther.iore be adviſed before it is too late; for in love 

to vou, ſours do we declare unto you , That it you will have us 

joyr to you your way mult be to joyn to the Lord, repent of the 

wic edreſs (un you have done, and return to the Lord God, and 

pu away the cl of your doings, and caſt out from among you the 
Proud, and the Drunkard, the Swearers, the Murderers, the Adulte- 


-rers and / horemonꝑe ts, aud 41h other fithineſs of fleflt and ſpirit 
thut amorg you y and then clothe your ſelves with meekneſs and 


pa-:ence, s the Church. of Chriſt was in che dayes of the Apoſtles; 
and the if we will not joyn with you, and come to your Church, 
let »ur hame be upon our heads; for till then, although you call 
your ſel es Chr iians, you are but Antichriſis ſervants, that oppo- 
fev Ob aft in this the day of bis appearance. And though you may 
compeſ b force and cruelty, many to joynith you in words, you 
doi hut mate them renifold more the children of the Devil, and; a 
tf told more in a capacity to do you miſchief; and truly 
ſuch (Akittiataq orhave enouphalieady 4 and.this was the way that 


"your forelathetswitkkeduni whom God overtwew, and razed their 


Namevwuror che Land of the hvrmp. : 
a Thetetore-boaRt not your ſelves er us, as:if the · Lord had for- 
ſaben us / becauſe we ba ve rone in the Barth to take our part, or 


peach bur tauſr; or a your day ſhould newer have an end, or as 


tte hort hadi o ueęarli ta his ſuffering people, nor took no no- 


e of Your cruelty tawards them, for certamly, when we have fil- 


ed up che meaſure-of the lufferinę of Chriſt that is yet to be filled 


up, and yon have filled up the meaſure of your crueity and _ | 
| eart- 
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heartednefs, the Lord will divide between cattel and cattel, and you 
ſhall not eſcape his fierce Vengeance and fiery Indignation; there. 


fore in love to your ſouls do we ſend this, that you might be warn- 


ed before it is too late; for the wicked ſhall be turned into Hell, and al 
that forget Cod, as the Scriptute plainly declareth, and we cannot 
but be plain with you, And therefore fear the Lord ye Rulers, and 
give glory to his Name, for the Lords day is at hand that mall burn 
as an oven, and the wicked ſhall be as thorns caſt into it, we with 
you well and could rejoyce to ſee you in that path that leads you to 
Gods kingdom, that your ſouls might find reit, that the light of the 
Lord might be your leader, and you might be guided up io God 
the deſire of them who in ſcorne are called 2 nakers. 


From the G aol, the 224 of the 
fifth Month, 16 64. 


— — — —— —6 — — — — * — 2 


And the 3 of the 5th Month, called 7aly, n iiam Armorer came 
again to the Meeting, and took ſeven Women and Maids, viz, Þrid. 
get Smith, Fliz: Bradbridg, Anne Watſon, Anne Sharp, Eliz:Wright, 
Elis: Dee the younger, and Sarah auſtell, and cauſed bis Clerk to 
make a Mittimus there preſent in the Meeting-room , mean while 
Wilkam Armorer his man, oha Venter, knowing that Tho: Curt, hi 
Wife and Man- ſervast, were all Priſoners, went aud opened a door, 
and went into the houſe, (there being only a Maid - ſervant, and one 
man ofthe Family, not very well in his chamber; having taken ſome- 
thing that morning) and went up ſtairs, meeting with the Maud, 
bid her not be afraid, and asked her if there were any inthe Houle 
more then the Family? who anſwered, Nd, of which he inform- 
ed his Mater; being gone out of doots again, the Maid lockt the 
door; ina little time after, his Matter, 1wifiaw Armorer, went and 
knockt at the door; the Maid being ina fear, her Maſter, and Mi. 
ſtriſs, and Man-ſervant being all in the Gaol, did not open the door, 
But william Armorer pull'd ſome kind of Inſtrument out of his 
Pocket, and pickt the Lock, entered the houſe , and ſearched from 
room to room, and under the bed, until he came where the man be- 
longing to the Houſe was, and asked his Name; he told him his 

Name 


(13) 
Name was Joſeph Coal; and being asked where he dweft, anfwered, 
That he dwelt there, and that he had lived there for ſeven years at 
times, and that it was the place of his abode : So MH A morer 
began to turn about, as if he would have gone away; but his Man 
Venter turned to him, ſaying, Sir, this is be we were informed of: His 
Maſter ſaid, 7s this be indeed ? Sir, ſaid J enter, this is the man, this is 
Coale; Then william A mer took him by the arm, and bid him 
come with him: J. C. ſaid, nither muſt I yo Gol ſaid he) -/ Gadd, 
ToGad' ( ſaid 7. C.) for what ? what have I done? . Armor 
faid, I will tel you fer what; and being pulling of him down ſtairs, 
ſaid, Wall you take the Oath of 4llegiance? J. ſaid, Why doſt thou ack 
me ſuch a queſtion? I am known in the Town, having ſerved an appren- 
tifhip in it, and am 4 free-man of it, and have not been uſed to ſwear- 
ing; but if thou canſt convince me by ſound reaſons and arguments, ac- 
cord.ng to the Scriptures, that 1 may ſafely, and not break, Chriſts com- 
mand, I may doit, But W. A. ſaid, Ile ſend you to Ca, and the e 
you ſhall convince your ſelf , ard ſo put two lines more in the Womens 
Mittimus, for retuſing the Oath of Allegiance to His Majeſty, c. 
and ſent him to the Houſe of Correction with the ſeven women be- 
ſore mentioned, by h Creed Conſtable, who in a ſhort time af- 
ter dyed ;, and the next day *. Armorer ſent for 7. C. and asked 
him the ſame queſtions, and aſter ſome diſcourſe about the lawful. 
neſs and unlawſulneſs of Swearing, ſent him back again to the houſe 
of Correction. 

Upon the ſecond day of the fixth Month, called Auguſt, William 
Armorer came again to the Meeting in a violent manner, and took 
one man, and ſeven women, viz William Teet, Anne Ball, May 
Slade, Mary Emerton, Elizabeth Lavell , Katharine Edſel, Elin 
Binftild, and Margery Richardſon , and ſentthem to the Houſe of 
Correction. 

And the 14th of the ſame Month. Mia Armorer came again, 
ard though there were but two men and one woman, viz. B:njami 
Coale, John Trajard, Hannah Webb, as he judged. above the age of 
ſixteen years; yet thoſe three, ( contrary tothe Act, which allows 
of four to — he ſent with a Mittimus, the ſubſtance whereof 
was, For _—_—_ an unlawful Meeting, c. by I bomas Coates, Con- 
ſablezto the Houſe of Correction; and while the Clerk was ma- 
king the Mittimus, he went to the bouſe of Thymas Curtis again, 
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and finding the door lockt ( the maid being gone to carry ſome pro- 


viſion to her Maſter and Miſtris in priſon ) he pickt the lock, open 
ed the doors, and went into the Court, the door of the houſe being 
lockt alſo, he pul*d out his pen-knife or ſome ſuch like inſtrument;to ' 
cut che key-hole, that he might come at the lock, to open it, tifl a 
neighbour that was deſired to look to che houſe in rhe maids abſence, 
came to h m, and told him there was no body in the houſe, and asked 
him what he did mean to break fo'kes houſe up, and pick the locks, 
and much more to that purpoſe ? for he had been in che ware-houſe, 
where was much cloath,and one that ſaw him go. bid him rake heed, 
for if any thing were loſt, it might be laid to his charge; then he the 
ſaid liam Armore- ) ſaid to the as in great wrath What have 
you to do with it? where is that whore? (meaning chat mard ſervant) 
and ſaid he would have her tu morrow; the woman anſwered, ſhe 
was gone to carry her Maſter and Miſtris ſome victuals for ought 
he knew, and having ſpoken very much to him for picking of rhe 
Locks, and what he had done; he was very angry, and asked her 
what ſhe had to do with it; who anſwered, ſhe had co do with it, 
for ſhe was to ſce that no body did ſeat any thing out of the 
Houſe, gz 

The 23th of the 6th Month called Augaſt; William Armorer ſent 
forthe four men from the Houſe of Correction, to witt. Jo: Coale, 
Benjamin Cale, Williams Tett, Pobn ray, nd Tho: Seik:s the Mayor, 
being with them; they asked them if they would take the Oath? 
they defired to know for what they had lain ſo long in the Houſe of 
Correction: But they taking no notice of that, att r ſome diſcourſe, 
and many railing accuſations breathed out by w/ii#am Armorer, they 
committed them to the Gaol ; and the ſame day the women being 
ſent fof, they put Fines on them; for hon-payn ent, they ſent them 
back again to the Houſe of Correction, there 0 remain till chree 
months were expired. 88 

Upon the 28th of the fame month, Vm Armcrer came to the 
Meeting again, and took four women, and cauſed a Mittimus to be 
made for them, viz. Au H triſes, Hannah Enron, Katharine 
Woodard, and Judith Smirh, and ſent them to the Houſe of Corre- 
Rion, though there were but four, which according to that Law, by 
which he pretended he proceeded , was a {awful Meeting, &c, and 
at the ſame time he ſtruck a young Lad, ho was under age, with a 
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eat. Cane and anothen time pulłd him dyubeNefe, „% hat h 
Noſe was much {welled : And further, he fad hwuwouid have the 
man and maid of Thomas Cart to morrow, ox elfectbe Devil ſhould 
take him; which though he performed nax; yet in ſome ſhort time 
ir came in part to pals, for he having ſont 7;6.cand- his Wife and 
man-ſervant to priſon, and being kept cloſe: priſoners; 7. C. ſent into 
the 22 for anotber man that was formerly his Apprentice, to 
look to his ſhop; and though he came not to the Meeting, yet his 
enmity and mal ce was ſo great againſt J. C. and that Family, that 
the 341 of the ame Month, he ſem two-Officers with a Warrant, by 
force to take the man ſervant out of; thEthop, and bring: him before 
him; for be kad provided a-ſnare-for-bim, and had gatten Ihm 
Seikes.the Mayor, (who hath heen very active alſo, in this work of 
crueſty) and being brought before them, they asked him if he would 
take the Oath of Allegiance ; To which the faid man, R 9b: Pea- 
cock», anſwered, I am 4 preceable man, and have wronged-.vo man, 
and;cannot break. C hriſts commaudi, but tau promiſe te bt dre te il 
King, and bill be content to ſuffer the ſume puniſhment , 'if 14 break,my 
promiſe; as they do Why [Wear and break it; But notwithſtanding, the 
Mayor, and William: Armorer, cauſed, a Mittimus to be made, and 
ſent im to Gaal a £0,; and the ſame Officers asked a Neighbour 
where the. Maid was, that he might haxe inſnarod her alſo ai for #it- 
diam Ker had ſaid (c, ut a litzle before; That he 
would ſend the Maid to Gael, (or he would be hanged) and nayl up 
the doors, that there ſhould be ao more meetings. 
And che ſame day was three women brought before #. Armorer, 
from the Houle of Correction, wha told them they were fined for 
may" a Meeting; and aſthough the Act fad hve I 
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had fined.thew but Gve.ſhillings a piece, and'asked them if 
would pay it? One of them, Azne Harriſon, faid to him, Thos 
buſt got our houſe alrtady,thet we built, and haſt taken a way our means, 
and worldſt. then hate me pay more money, when I have broke no Law? 
Je wore but fomr above the age of | ſixteen years, and the Act ſays it muſt * 
be abt for. Williams eee his man taid him they were fix, 
and two of hem runway, one Was France, K ent, the other Pidg- 
ons maid, Je falſe ( laid Anne Harriſon) there was Frances Kent, har 
He was frrebs ont of Town, (bring a MidWife) and as for the othyr, ſbe 
wanna nere; there war fund, -y . Armorer faxd , I fall hate 
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Ari. Kent, and ien het the beit 4% in the Land want ber, ße bal 
wot go, excrpt the Ning: Conrt ſind for ber 3 but ſaid he could make as 
gd a M,awife himſelf, as ſhe : So he ſent them back again to the 
Houſe of Correction, being committed for three months, but re- 
leaſed them in to. weeks after. 
„he 184k of the 71h month, called September, ---54 , william 
Armorer came to the meeting, and took one man and ſive women, 
vn. Chriſtopher Cheeſeman , Anne Sharp, Hannah W:bb, Bridget 
Smith, Hannah Emerton, Judith Smith, and being brought to bis 
own houſe, b fore himſelf and Thi: Seiles, they fined them twelve 
pence piece; for non-payment of which, he told them he would 
Send them to the Gaol, and make them pay their Fees, which would 
be more ; ſo be ſent them to the Gaol, but they were releaſed the 
next day, | 
The 4th of the 8th month, called Ofober, -— 64, the Seſſions for 
the County was held at Newberry , to which place abour fifty Per. 
ſons , and ſome of their Wives (who being all Priſoners upon the 
account bf the Oath of Allegiance) were brought, and being cal. 
led to the Barr, an Inditment was read againſt them, for obſtinate- 
ly refeſing'to rake the Oath of Allegiance , and the Clerk (one 
Champion) had ſworn that it was tendered to them at Abingdon, 
though many of 'them had never denyed to take it, and one was not 
To much as asted whether he would take it or not: The "Priſoners 
being informed that iam Armorer, and The: Seikes Mayor of Rea- 
ding, ſuppofing that the late AR, which faith, If any man ſhall refuſe 
to take an Oath in any Court of fudicature, being lawfully tendered (ex- 
cept Conrt-Leets) ſhall be tranſperted © ec. ſuppoſing they would re- 
faſe to take the Oath, — have made ſhort work with them, and 
to have run them all on this hazard, to be rid of them all at once; 
and the Judg of the Seſſions, a bad man, one Procter of maſor, gave 
in his Charge, That it was Treaſon to refaſe the Oath of Allegi- 
ance. Zut the Indictment being read, they — not guilty; ſome 
of their Adverſaries ſuppoſing (as ſome, of the Priſoners were in- 
formed) they would not have pleaded, and ſo they might have ta- 
ken them as Mutes; but ha ving pleaded, and defired a Copy of their 
indictment, ſome of the Juſtices ſaid, God forbid but they ſhould have 
it: yet Procter the Judg would not conſent to it, till he had been at 
Londen, and asked the Lord Chief Juſtice Hide , (as be ſaid) and 8 
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he faid they ſhould have it, and the Law would afford it, they ſhonld 
bare it: Then one of the Juſtices asked him, #herher 2 were not 


admitted Council in fuch 4 caſt? Ne ſaid, Yes, Then faid the Ius 
lice,” Hew can they adviſe with Council , if they have wot a Com of.” 
their Indiftment ? So the Prifoners ſent one (being a Counceſſor) 
aker them for a copy of their Indictment, and C ham pies the C 
demanded 211, 13s. 4d. before he could grant it; but 7 
ſome importunity it was gained for 1 1, 4s. for one man and hi 
Wife, And after the firſt were called, the other fix that were com- 
mitted ſince upon the ſame account, were called, being asked if 
they would ſwear, they deſired to ſpeak ſomerhing concerning their 
commitment, and how illegally iam Armorer had proceeded a 
gainſt them, one being taken our of his Maſters Shop, another out 
of his Chamber not being well; another poor man put of his Shop 
from his labour; the others for being at a meeting where three 
wete together, &c. but they would not admit them to ſpeak , but 
ſoon put them by, and they were all ſent back again to the 


. | 
Again the 6th of the deb month, called Offoher, -=64, . me- 
rer tame to the meeting and took five women, viz. Au Sharp, Fri: 
Kent, Elie: Streater, Anne South, and Sirab' Binfield', and ſent them 
to Gaol with a Mittimus for one night: But while he was in the 
ing- room, a neighbours Wife perceiving the doors of the houſe 
of T ho: Corti to be unlockt, went and locked a door, and carried 
way the key; which when . Armorer came to underſtand that one 
had lockt the door, fella ſwearing like a mad man; and a little time 


aſter they were gone out, they ſhut the ſtreet· door, the Womans 


daughter bringing the key of the inner door, . Armorer lis man 
Vemer, by violence took it from her; but the ſtreet · door being ſhut, 
e could not get in: Then in great rage . Armorer called for ſum- 
ing to break open the door; and ſome Hammer or Sledg, or fuch 
like thing, being brought, they went about to do it; but others per- 
ſwaded . Armortr (to paciſie him) that chere was another way into 
the Houſe, | 
The 23d of the ſame month came . Armorer again to the meet- 
ing according to bis uſual manner, and took three men and ſix wo- 
men, viz. Chriſto: Chreeſeman, Ranold Ave y, Tho: Hine, Miry M enn, 
EA: Dee Widow, Fane Hoſp, Jody Smith, Katharine E — 
2 lizs 
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650 of Ie 9th codes called N erte r- 2 a 
morer came agala to the meeting and ſwore there was ly. com. 
and cauſed the 1 to be pulled out, and with a faff 
that had a g6ad, or ſome ſharp peick at the end of it, delt bt 
of them, that they were very; ſore uad * where he 
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And now We come to the procreaings of the ſa:4 William Armoret, and 

"the reſt of the Juſtices at the general [Quarter Seſſions beb#7# Rea 

ding for the County of Berks, the tenth , eleventh and reli day of 
the Eleventh Month, called January, 1664. | 


y -* To 
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The Juſtices being come into the Town, the morning before the 
fate,” a Paper. was ſent [ by one of che Priſoners ) to them to reid 
but being refuſed by U Armorer, who would have bad it" bürtt, 
was ſent to the Court, and delivered to the Cryer; which * A 
merer perceiving it, cryed out, Burn it, for it ſhould not be read and 
therefore it is thought meet here to be publiſhed : A true Copy of 
which here followeth. 2027 
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F. will be a good and precious thing, To have the. fear of Gotbe 
fore your eyes, and therein to act in alſ things ro wards· al peol 
ple; and then you wilf a in righteouſneſs, and 4. the ding that is 
juſt, if in the feat of che Lord you ſtand, an? ate exe feiſed there in 
dee proceedings; for it js thatwhich mates men honoura bi. vnd 
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the Name of the wicked ſhall rot, and be blotted but from under 

Heaven, who have had no regard to the fear of God, heitherhath 
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844 (20) : 
unto you, Be conſiderate and ſober in your minds, and calmly and 
ſeriouſly weigh what you are going about, and let not raſhneſs and 
enyy overſway you, becauſe that the God of Heaven takes notice 
of your proceedings, and your actions are regiſtred ina Book of 
Remembrance: But let Juſtice be your Rule, and let the Law of E- 
quity be your Guide; let the Light of Jeſus in your hearts and 
ciences, be your Counſellor; becauſe if you ſtart aſide from 
that. and act not according thereunto, you cannot pleaſe God, nor 
do the thing that is juttifiable in his ſight ; but you will bring guilc 
upon your Conſciences,which no man upon the earth ſhall ever ac- 
uit you of; and the fentence of condemnation you will certainly 
eel, by the Spirit of the living God, which judgeth righteouſly, 
without reſpect of perſons : And to [ye under that guilt and, ſen- 
tence from the Lord in your own hearts and conſciences , will. be 
ſad and heavy indeed; for a wounded conſcience, who can bear ? 
If the Lord wound men inwardly in their conſciences , becauſe of 
tranſgreſſion againſt his righteous Law of Equity, who can bind 
them up, or heal them? Will the ſaying, t have a Law, and by our 
Law he (the juſt) onght to dye, or ſuffer ? Will this eaſe them ? Oh 
no that will not remove that weight and burden from off their 
conſciences, which they do bring upon them by acting and walking 
contrary to the Light or Law of God in their own hearts; and be- 
cauſe of this, the Lord often brings ſhame and confuſion upon men, 
and diſhonour and a curſe in all ages hath attended and followed 
thoſe that have been found in that way of afflicting, croabling, diſ- 
Aung and perſecuting innocent and harmleſs people, becauſe of 
e exerciſe of their Conſcience towards God, and for their obedi- 
ence unto his requirings. And do ye think-to gain honour, if ye pro- 
ceed againſt us in aiding of us becauſe we cannot tranſgreſs the 
Royal Law written in our hearts? I tell you no, for we are a peo 
ple that deſire to ſpend our dayes here in this world, in the fear of 
God, and to follow him in all things which he doth require of us, to 
keep his Commandments and his Statutes, and to worſhip him accor- 
ding to his mind, in ſpirit and in truth: And this is all we deſire, 
(which is our right and priviledge, as we are free-born people in this 
our Native Country) I hat we may have liberty fo to do; but if 
for ſo doing, and noching elſe, we muſt ſuffer, ( as ancient C hriſti- 
ans have done) we are content, knowing that the Lord will plead 
—4 our 


(41) 
ourcauſe, and will care for us; and we cannot deny him to pleaſe 
men, but muſt ſill to our lives end, ſerve and obey him, and wait 
upon him, and worſhip him in ſpirit and truth, having engaged our 
hearts ſo to do, in that he hath made known himſelf to us, and by 
his Eternal Power redeemed us ont of the world , and the ſinful 
ways thereof, and ſhed abroad his love in our hearts; and we are 
perſwaded, and do know of a truth, That the Lord hath been, and 
is with us in this his way which we now walk in; and can you in 
reaſon and equity expect that we ſhould deny that way in which we 
| have found the ! ord to ſatisſie and refreſh our ſouls, and to make 

our heartsglad? Or is it doing as you would be done by > Would 
you think it right to be — and afflicted for walking in that 
way which you are perſwaded in your ſelves you ought to walk in? 
If not, do you fulfil the Royal Law, which is, To do to others as 
you would be done unto? Wherefore, conſider betimes, and have 
not a hand in afflicting of innocent people becauſe of theit conſei- 
ences : But break off your ſins by righteouſneſs, and youf'iniqui- 
ties by ſhewing mercy to the poor in ſpirit. and afflicted people of 
God, who ſuffer at this day for no other thing, but for keeping the 
commands of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and for his Worſhip: for what 
is the matter ꝰ Who have we hurt or — in any thing, that 
here is ſuch furious and unchriſtian- like proceedings againſt us? 
And if our Adverſaries have nothing againſt us, but becauſe of our 
obedience to the Law and Worſhip of our God, is this ſuch a crime 
atthis day, that honeſt people for fo — ſhould be ſo eagerly and 
violently proceeded againſt, and that ſrares and traps ſhould be 
laid to catch and enſnare them? Well, the Lord takes notice of 
theſe things, and he will ariſe for his own Name and Seeds ſake, 
before whom the Mountains muſt bow and tremble , and the high 
places of the earth which Rands in his way, ſhall be removed , and 
the Lord God will cut his own way thorow them, beſore whom all 
Nations are bur as the drop of a bucket, and as the fmall duſt of the 
ballance, and they that rive againſt him, cannot be bleſſed.” And 
therefore be wiſe and conſiderate ye Rulers of the Earth, leſt ye be 
found oppoſing of, and ſtriving again that Eternal God that gives 
us all life and breath, and a being here in the world, who will be 
too ſtrong for you, if you ſhall think in your hearts to-ſtop and li- 
mit his appearance in the hearts of his people, ard bind the Con- 
ſcience, 
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ſence ( in which it is his Right and Prerpgative:to rule, and no 
Mans upon the Earth) from following the Lord in what his Light 
leads and draws it unto, which will be Uſurpation and great ſin 
charged upon you jn the day ofthe Lord, when you ſhall come 
before the Throne of his Juſtice and give an account unto him; 
Wherefore, kiſs the Son, ſtoop and bown unto the Light of God's 
Son which appears in your — and convinceth you of ſin, 
leaſt the anger and indignation of the Lord be kindled, and flame 
and break out like devouring fire, and burn in your own hearts ſo 
as it can never — . 
Here are many of us Priſoners in this Gaol, and have been long. 
(h ch is not unknown to you) both men and women, and almoſt 
ſome whole Families, and ſeveral Aged People, many, becauſe we 
cannot break the Command of our Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt , 
who hath ſaid unto his Followers, Swear not at all, becauſe he 
leads them (and keeps them) our of che ſtrife, and out of ſin and 
wigkedneſs, into Love, Peace and Truth, from which mankind 
was degenerated, when the ſwearing came in; which was to bind the 
conſcience, becauſe they were gone, and erred from the love and 
truth of God, in the heart, which Chriſt our Saviour reliores int 
again, and ſays unto. ſuch, ſwear not; for truth binds them, an 
their yea is yea, and their nay is nay ; and becauſe we cannot 
break this Command of Chriſt, we are enſnared, and do ſuffer at 
this day, and many may be expoſed to utter ruin in this world, be, 
cauſe thereof, and the guilt ot the ruin of innocent people and fami- 
lies, may come upon you, if in a raſh and unchriſtian- like ſpirit * 
run on àagainſſ them, ( which may be in your power to prevent ):the 
ſufferings and cryes of whom will enter into the ears of the Lord 
God ot Sabbath, who will hear and have regard thereunto, it men 
do not regard, and will recompence thoſe that trouble his, into their 
own boſoms, | 
And others here are that ſuffer for worſhipping God in ſpirit and 
truth, according to the Scriptures, who cannot tarſake the ancient 
DoRrmg and practice of the Apoſtles, who exharted true Chriſti, 
ans not to forſake the aſſembling themſelves together; and we can» 
not but petſorm that Chriſtian and innocent duty, for which occa., 
fion is ſought agaiuſt us, by ſuch as have given way to that ſpirit of 
enmity which always appeared againſt the way and worſhip of the 
crue 


the world. 


No are theſe things worthy of ſuck fraitbonds, and cloſe im- 
nt, even to the endangering the lives of your peaceable 
s, who have not done any man wro 
the tenderneſs of their Conſciences rowards G 
uſed, ſo that hereby at leaſt their health in the outward man comes 
to be impaired, by reaſon of keeping in, and being kept from their 
honelt Callings and Employments in the Creation; ſo that theſe 
things tend to the deſtruction of men, women and children, and civil 
commerce among men, and only becauſe of their faithful obedience to 
the Lord, in what they are perſwaded in their hearts unto by his E- 
ancy in his way, which they can neyer deny, 
whatever they ſuffer in this world; neither can any of theſe things 
(Iam perſwaded) ſeperate us ( whq have truly and experimentally. 
: taſted thereof from the love of God which we feel in Chriſt le- 
ſus, in whom we have the aſſurance thereof unto our ſouls. 

| Wherefore I ſay, Oh ye men in Power and Authority in the 


—_ 


ternal Spirit, and co 
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world, Be cnol in your minds, a 


of turning your hand a 


work, To root out and 


ſerve him, and you will be ſound 


voked to 2 
dot 


them; and ye 


ſalvation of 
a true Friend 


you, if Ju 
obtain me 


From the Gael 11 Reading, the 
16th of the 1 1th won: 1664, 


true God, which ſuch that are joined unto, will fee! their reward 
and portion with , and their inhumane and illegal proceedings may 
in time be {more fully ard manifelily declared and laid open to 


let the cauſe of the Oppreſſed 
and Affl icted people of God, be pondered by jou, and take heed 
ur them; for if you do make that your 
eſt roy them, it will be too hard for. you, 
and your eyes ſhall never ſee the accompliſhment thereof; but if 
ſome or many of us do ſeal our teſtimony with our dearelt lives 
and blood, yet will the Lord raiſe up more in che fam: power and 
ſpirit, to bear witneſs unto his Name in the ſame way in which we 


hting 2 God, till he be pro- 
ice a 


ercy and favour at the hand of the 
Lord; which that you may, is my deſire, who deſires the doch 
gur immortal ſouls, and 

to Juſtice and Righteon 
erciſed therein, and ſuffers with the de 
Teſtimony of a good Conſcience. 


Men! | 
Pur and choſe, who are £x-7 
ſpiſed people of God, for the 
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but becauſe of 
they muſt be thus 


Mercy be not ſhewed to 


nd. 
our de ſſruction, and am 


a ca. l 
Ab 
In 
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In the morning, the t 1th day of the month aforeſaid, about fifty 
Priſoners were called to the Barr, of which were about eight of the 
Baptized people; an Ijndictment was read againſt them for wilfully 
— e Oath at A ing don, the t ath of July,&c.To which at New- 
berry they had pleaded not gi ity - The Jury being ſworn, they 
were going to {wear Champion the Clerk; but Tho: Carris defired 
to ſpeak a few words before he took his Oath, being granted, ſaid, 
Whereas there was an Indifiment read againſt us for refuſing the Oath 
eAllegiance, when the Oath was never tendered ; for the Statuit [at 
it end be tendered upon the Evangeliſt: , and it is the opinion of the 
Judge, That it muſt br read to the party, otherwiſe it camot be 4 la. 
ful tender; as for inflance, about thr e years fence, Capt. Pecke, with 
divers others, being called at a Aſſizes before Baron Turner in this 
place, the Fudg acked him whether he wonld take the Oath of Allegiance, 
C apt. Peck told bim he was not comm. it d for refuſing that, but was f- 
hen at a Meeting. The Fudg replyed , I do not read it to , 1 di but 
ack you the queſtion ;, for if I ſhould rea i it to you, you would be in dau- 
ger of a Premunire, &c. And this is on” caſe , Vr were not committed 
at firſt for refuſing the Oath of Allegiance , but were taken at a HMett- 
ing; and when we expected to have our Trial according to our Mittimmy, 
they ached us whether we Would take the Oath, but it was not read toms; 
for the firff of us that was called, they were very angry with about bis 
Hat, and never fo wich as ached bim whether he 2 it. The mext 
that was called, was ns Quaker ſo called, and he coming before thew 
bowing, with bis hat in his hand, they t d him to tate it and he did take 
it; but then as not — fort y more of u called to the Narr, as We 
can prove b witneſſes : Another thing is, the Indifimint bug to 
2 the whole Oath ;, but this & falſe in many plates. Then one 
Proftor a Counſellor, and a Jaſticeſo called, on che Bench, 
ſtood up, ſaying, As to your being taken at 4 Meeting, the Court 
takes no notice of that; you are here indicted for teſuhſiag the Oath 
of Allegiance, and the Clerk hath” ſworn to the Ndictment: And 
wherereas yon ſay, the Oath was not red to vu, you lay falſe, for 
I my (elf was at Newberry Sets, add the Oath was read to you 
there: Then ſeveral of the Prifoners cryed it was falſe, it was ne- 
ver yet to them: Proctor asked whether the Indictment was 
read? T. C. Yes, Then ſaid Proctor, The Oath was in the In- 
ditment, T. C. That matters not, that was the Indictment, and 2 
| pu 
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Legal tender of the Oathto us, for wedeclare in the nee of 
God, I bat the Oath was never read to us; and you do us much 
wrong; you ought not to deal ſo hardly by us, you ought to help 
the Pri oners at the Barr; inftead of which you are ſet againſt us. 

Prefley ſaid , It is for my King and Countrey. 

Jo: K:mboll, one of the Priſoners, re lyed , H did not believe 
the King did deſire to enrich himſelf with the undoing ſo many poor 
men and their Families. 

The Judg of the Seſſions, Edward Dolby , ſtood up, and asked 
William Armerer again, Whether it was not read to us? Who an- 
ſwered, Yes. 

Then T ho: Chelton, one of the Priſoners, c1 ed to him to come off 
the Bench, being a Witneſs againſt us. Which h did, and ſwore that 
the Oath was read to them all, and that they were called one by * 
one; and ſo returned on the Bench again, and ſate as one of their 


And Champios the Clerk ſwore alſo to the ſame purpoſe: 

But the Priſoners ſtill denyed that it was tendered to them; but 
were interrupted. 

Then Predter ſtood up, and faid , Tow Gentlemen of the Fury , 1 
defore you to take notice, Here is Sir William Armorer, 4 Perſon of 
Honenr , and My. Champion, the Clerk of the Pence, have ſworn, 
That the Oath was read to them all. Now you muſt either bring in theſe 
men guilty, or elſe you will make theſe two, (William Armorer and the 


Cle) —— * 

One of che Pri „Nicburd Bilingſiy, faid, I am here indict- 
ed, and another with me, for refuſing Oath of Allegiance the 
ſame 12th day of u, at Abingdon, and I was not called till the 
13th day, after . eArmorer was out of Town, and yet he 
and the Clerk have taken their Oaths , That it was there tendered 
to us all, (they — put in the ſame Indictment ) but I was not ſo 
much as called that day, (as the Reader may ſee by the foregoing 
Relation.) But they would have waved that. 

T. C. deſired the Court would take notice of this thing, That 
theſe two men were indicted in this Indictment for refuſing the Oath 
the rab of July, when as they were not called that day at all; and 
though . A. and the Clerk have ſworn that we were ca led to the 
Barr particularly, yet they 3 called that day; and . A. 

, 2 went 
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went out of Town early the next morning before the Court fate, 
and they were not called in two hours after he was gone, and there- 
fore the Indictment was falſe, 

u Then the Judg ſa d to Champion the Clerk, Did you call theſe 

men particularly? and did you read the Oath to them? 

Ce t. Idid call them particularly to the Barr by their Names, 
and the Oath was read to them, upon which many of the Priſoners 
cryed out it was falſe, it was falfe, 

But ſaid a Juſtice on the Bench, Were they called before the 
9 was read? or was the Oath read firſt, and they called 

after? 

Ihe Priſoners cryed, That is the Queſtion, 

Ihen ſaid the (Jerk, I mult ſpeak the truth, I cannot well tell; 
but the Gaoler gave mea Note of their Names, and called them 
particularly: But whether it was read to them hefore or after they 
were called, I cannot tell; but if 1 had thought they had been ſo 
Critical, I would have been more careful, 

A Priſoner faid , Take notice of that, Jury. 

do the Jury went forth, and ſaid not lung, but broughe them in 
not guilty. 

So the Cryer demanded money of the Priſoners for the Jury, 
and the Coutt broke up, being adjourned till the afternoon , and 
our Friends departed, being cleared by the Jury; only the Gaoler 
told ſeveral of them they muſt appear again in the afternoon, | 

The Court being fate again, ſeveral of our Friends appeared;bug 
being informed by ſome, that they intended to inſnare them again, 
and being cleared by the Jury, they went out of the Court, as judg- 
—— no reaſon to ſtay to be enſnared by ſuch as bad enmity 
apainlt them, moſt of the moderatelt Juſtices being gooe, 
But The: Curtts and his Wife, Geo: Lamboll and his Wife and three 
Friends more, being called, they appeared, the reſt being abſeac, 
the Juſtices threatned to fine the Lavler for thoſe that were want. 
ing, ſaying, Did we not give you Order to ſtay them? Who anſwer. 
ed, As ſoon as 1 heard your Order, I run down the ſtairs upon my 
faith, but they were gone. 

7. C. ſaid, I ſuppoſe they would not have gone away, had they 

%nown your Order. But being cleared by the Jury, they thought it 
was ſufficient ; and I my ſelf was gone, not intending to come again, 
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—— — I was called for, I came again; for Iam not 
aſhamed to ſhe my face. nor afraid of, any thing that I have done; 
and 1 know H Armorer his man Fenter, is warrant enough to take me 
at any time. 

Judg. Though the J wry did clear you of that Indi mens, yet they 
could not clear you of your Obe diencr. 

Then the Clerk reading over their Names, they called for Thomas 
Heifield, ' 

T.C. faid , That is a man that hath ſerved the King faithfully, 
and hath many cuts in his head; and wounds about his body, that 
he received in the Kings Army , yet he is regarded no more then 
others, though be fought and ventured his life for the King ; and 
being come how to make conſcience of an Oath, muſt be enſnared 
with the Oath of Allegiance, 

Then A. Carti« was called, 

7.C. anſwered, Here is ano:her whoſe Father laid down bis 
life; and ſuffered death for the ſervice of the King; yet ſhe alſo 
muſt be enſnared with the Oath, 

Then they called for the Statute. Book, 

7. C. ſaid, We ſee your ſnare well enough, it is not the part 
of men of Honour o ſeek to enſnate thoſe u hom the Jury hath 
cleared; but theſe things will appear as a blot in your Scurcheon: 
We do believe you aim to enſnare us, and it is our Eſtates you ſeek 
—5 and it is well if ſome of you have not begg'd them al- 
ready. 

Then Proefter the Councellor ſtood up in great tage, and bid the 
Clerk read the Oath to them. 

J. c. ſaid, Be got fo haſty. ſor thou didſt but a little time ſinc e, 

charge theſe two men (pointing to iam Armerer and the Clerk) 

' with being perjured; — toldſt the Jui y, That either they 

mu't bring us in guilty , or elſe theſe men were perjured; and the 

Jury brought us in not guilty, And thou need'ſt not be fo fierce 

oy , for the time was, when thou waſt as ferce in G. Crow well's 
ayes, 

Then the Judg bid the Clerk read the Oath ; being done, asked 
T. C. ifhe heard t, ho anſwered yes. So they held che Bible to n. 

He told them he could read them a better Leſſon in that Book, f 
they would hear, baving the Book in bis band, I hey bid bun ſay 


alter 
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aſter the Clerk, who read the Oath ; which he did ill he came to 
chat clauſe, And de ſwear, &. Then be ſaid , But Ido no, for I 
cannot ſwear ;, but what I have ſaid, I do helieve, and queſtion not 
bat I ſhall prove as good a Subject to the King, as ſome of you, So 
they bid the Gaoler take him away, 

Then Geo: Lamboll was called: I hey asked him whether he would 
take the Oath of Allegiance ? 

Who anſwered, As to the Oath of Obedience he could — 
very much, and he ſhould keep his promiſe, though ſome did repute 
us as lyars, 

Then Sarah his Wife was called to the Barr: They asked her if 
ſhe would take the Oath ? 

She anſwered, At preſent ſhe was not ſatisfied that ſhe might 
ſafely do it, or to that purpoſe. 

And the other three Friends, Tho: Tadway, 7 obs Paine, and James 
Marlin being called, asked them the ſame queſtion. 

*. T udway asked , ether it was better to obey Chriſt , then 
8 

They ſaid, That was not the Queſtion, 

He told them he could not ſwear. The others anſwering to the 
ſame purpoſe, they were taken — 

Then A. Curti was called to the One of the Juſtices laid, 
Come Nan, 1 know you will take it. 0 

A. C. Yes, if thee or any one could convince me that I might 
lawfally do it, and not break Chrifts command, who hath ſaid, Swear 
wot at all, And asked the ſame queſtion often, anſwered to the 
ſame r. as before. | ; 

One of the Juſtices faid, But the Apoſtle ſaid , That an Oath for 
confirmation endeth ffrife, 

She anſwered, 1a ebe the everlaſſing Oath of God, who put: 
an end to ſtrife, him I know ſaith, Swear wot at all. 

William Armorer being on the Bench, ſaid, Thu i the old re. 
A. C. It was before waſt, and will be when thou haſt no {be- 


ing. | 
They ſtill continuing to ask her if ſhe would take it; anſwer. 
ed, Yes, if any one could make it appear that! might law fu 
and not break my peace with God in my Conſcience, 
But they abel 


lly do it, 


her again, and bid her anſwer if ſhe would take it 
or 
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or not. Who replyed, I hall give no other anſwer, So the Gaoler 
took her away. 

' The ame ; night, T he: Tad one of the Priſoners, living 
in the ſame Town, having been to ſee his Wife and Children, as he 
was going to Gaol again, overtook i i Armorer, and having = 
ſed ham, be called, and ſent his man, and ſtayed him, and asked hi 
de did run away from the Seſſions. 

7. 7. ſaid, I did not, but am going to Gaol, for Tama Priſoner, 
and thou haſt nothing to do with us, for we are the Gaolers Pri- 
ſoners, and we were all at the Seffions, and that was ſufficient ; and 
if laid it was hard meaſure that he might not go ſee his Wife and Chil. 


D 
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dren. 

1 Juſtice Brows being preſent, ſaid it was; but you waſt be obeds+ 
ent te the Laws. 

1 And . 4. faid, Tes muſt tal the Oath, an Oath for tonfirma- 
ties codet h ftirife. | | 

2 T. 7. ſaid, But I am not in ftrife, for | can ſay , noewichſtand- 


ing thou haſt kept me this forty weeks unjufily-in Priſon, the Lord 
forgive thee ; and thou waſt beſt have a care what thou doſt to us, 
2 for thou muſt give an account for thy bad deeds. 
W. A. faid, Ton foal ſer at the day of 7 ndgmuit, Whoſe arſe will be 
blackeft , yours, or mine. | | 
Priſoner ſaid , Thoſe words doth not become a Juſtices mouth. 
So he ſent him to the Gaol, 
The next day, being the 127 day of the month, the other fix 
Friends, 2 101 Coals, RG: Preach, ' Benji Coale , Hilliam Tet, 
Rich: Green, o Tray, were called to the and The: Bartlet 
K Nfo, who was by the jury the day before. The Clerk having 
read the Oath of Allegiance, the Judg ſaid, Joſeph Coal, What ſay 
s you, will you taky the Oath of Alles; ante ? . 
J. Coalr ſaid, 1 have ſorbettung 0 ſay to the Court, and deſire I 
may be heard n interrupted by Procter, who ſaid, i you taks 
C. Ihave ſomething brſt to ſpeak concerning my taking up, 
commitment for Iwesin my Friend, 7 ho: v his houſe, be- 
ing not well. and . Armorey pickt a lock to come 10 me, and pull'd 
me out of my Chamber Nis interrupted by A. who called him 
Rogue, &c, Upon which one on the Bench pull'd him to be _ 
ne 
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One of the Priſoners ſaid, Thoſe words did not become « Juſt ce 
on the Bench, 

Judg. well, what ſay you. will you take the Oath, or not we nil 
not hea” you of ſuth things now, 

J. Coal faid, Why, are you aſhamed to hear of picking the Lock, 
and ſuch illegal proceedings > You ought to hear and do Jullice, as 
you are Magiſtrates, and not to hide and cover ſuch thing] . in- 
terrupted. 

Judg Give him the Bock , will you ſwear or no? 

- 7. C. I would have ſpoken of my taking up, and known for what 
Ihave been kept in Priſon all this time, but — be beard, 
I ſhall ſpeak as to the Oath. Indeed I have not been uſed to ſwear- 
ing; but if you can ſatisfie my. Conſcience that I may lawfully 
ſwear, and not break the command of Chriſt my Saviour, IH 
take this Oath : The Book being given him, he was turning tv the 
fifih of Zames; and W. A. cryed , Oh, he is going to the fifth of 
Matthew ; und called the Gavlet to take him away. 

Then K. Pocock wis called. 

Judg. what ſay you, will you taks the Oath of Allegiance ? 

K. Pocock, ide ire to ſpeak ſomething concerning the manner 
of my commitment but was interrupted by the Clerk, who ſaid, 
he ſhould anſwer firſt whether he would tale the Oath, |, 

R. P. Thon art not Judg of the Seſlions , therefore hold thy 
peace. 

Juſtices, will you take the Oath e Lance ? 

K. P. J ae 0 — whether 2 to the King. or to in- 
fnare me, that it is tendered to me? For when I was committed to 
Priſon by #. Armorer, and Tho: Stikes Mayor, . A. ſaid be did be- 
heve I was a peaceable man. * 

W. A. faid, 7 do believe ſo till. a . 

K. P. If my word may be taken inſtead of ſwearing , I can pro- 
miſe to be true to he Kiug; and if I break my promiſe , let the 
— puniſhment be inflicted upon me, as on them who break their 

aths, | . 

So the Gaoler took him away, and Benj mus Coale was called, 

Judg. what ſay you, Benjamin Coale, will you take this Oath that 


Was read to vou ? 


J. Coat. 


tar) * 


. — read co my? 1 did not anderſtand it ; for! 
am bur x young Lad, and onacqueinted with theſe things ? | 

Judg, Shad we read it again to you ? 

g. C. \ ſuppoſe that I am a Priſoner ; and was 1 brought here de to 
have ſuſt er d or to be enſnared 2 1 defire the Court would hear 
me a few words concerning my commitment at firſt , which was not 
upon this account; but I was firſt committed u the account of 
the new AR, and I have been informed, That thoſe that are ' taken 
0p0n that account, ought not to be-enſnered by any other, | 

Judg. wel, thar is moth; „ Will you Yahe the Oath, or no ? 

: B.C. 1 defire to know for what I have bz: this long time a Pri- 
oner ? 

| Judg. we take no notice of your being aÞ iſs 11, yow are here, will 
| — take the Oath ? ive him the Book: 

4 * this Book? ( having it in his hand) at which 

| dey ere n&ed, anderyed, lake bim away , he de rves to be 


2 he deſired the Court to take notice, That he did eren 
Ge Oenh; but ff they could prove by the Scrip: res, that ie was 
| favvful u0 Gretr.be-would ſmear. 
| Then the Gaoler took him away; and i ended. 
* William Tet, What ſay you wil you — 
| The day of the Lord'is come therefore. Tracher chuſe to 
5. And chilled." 
g. Ir i hard Green was: 
Clerk aid, wil en 


) X. Green, I defire to know for what | haye laid half «yet in 
ſon? ( He benz mben out of his Shop , being a poor mah, und 
25 — 7 — by bis labour,) 


y niſvered , For refuſing to rake the o of * Ag 


fear you dy got know what an Oath . 


would make him know what it is, avking 
e rake it. f 


2 
r If you carrronvioce me that I wt, and not 
dreak' 4 eviumand ef- Cod, IFrake it. "0 


nu bs rhe Seript une, That as Outh 5 1h confit- 
of the rnb. 
F K. G 


Kok (32) 


I. G. (aid; Chriſt is the Oath of God ; and to witneſi Chriſt in 
me, is the confirmation of the tu; and he commands me not to 
ſwear at all, n | 

Judg . you t the this Oath, or mo ? 

K. G. I cannot ſwear, but do not deny Allegiance to the Ki 

So the Gaoler took him away, and Jobw Tray was called; and 
they aked him the ſame queſtion as the former, who anſwered, 
That he could not ſwear, Oc. 

Then The: Bartlet was called; they asked him if he would ſwear, 

He anſwered, He had learned better then to ſwear, 

The Clerk bid the Cryer give him the Book; and he would have 
read in the Book, - 

But they ſa d, He muſt ſwear, 

He anſwered as before, he had learned better. 
Now when this 7 ho: Bartlet was taken at the Meeting . Armo- 
xtr accuſed him of Plotting and Rebelling againſt the King; but 
when he had got him in another ſnare , that was no more mention- 
20 and ſaid he made breach upon breach upon the Kings Laws, 
becauſe he did not put off his hat when he was brought before him, 
and that he workt on holy days; ſtamping his ſtick on the ground, 
ſaid, By bus trat h he ſhonld go to New-England for it. 


No v come to the proceedings at the ſame Seſſions , the ame 
x 2th day of the 1 1th Month, againſt four others of our Friends, viz. 
Chriftopbey Cheeſemean, Anne Sharp, Bridget Smith, and Margery Ri- 
charaſon, who were taken at a Meeting, and committed upon the 
$pic6Spppaſed offence, 
Being brought to the Town-Hall , expecting to hear their Accu- 
ſers, they were not called, nor ſuffered to come in the hearing of 
the Court, but kept at the lower end of the Hall ſeveral hours, the 
Toſlices — little to do, but the trial of theſe four perſons , it 
being the third day of their fitting, and moſt of the Jultices being 
gone; and having kept the Priſoners ſeveral hours, ſent them 
to priſon again, ard the Court adjourned till the ſecond inthe 
. the Grand Jury being gone out, waiting for the Witneſ- 
"ſes ſome Hours, which were Jobs Vemter, M. Armerer his man, and 
Rich: Grover his Clerk, Hagh Smith, Daniel Seamer and his Son, 
which Witneſſes being ſworn , were very much different in 2 
vi- 


= 


FK 


F. 


7 


rr 


* Tra 


reren 


173321 | 

Ex dente, ſome ſaying they ſur them at the Meering, hot heard them 
fay nothing, nor do nothing, but only chat chey were therb. 

The Court being fare, the Cryer ca ed for the Grand Inquiett, 


tho appeared, aud brought in their Verdict Tomrowes, 


Upon which # A ve roſe up from his ſear in great tage, Hy- 
ing, / will come 7d the Rench, ant | mea a 480170. th mn, cv {'v 75 4 ! wy 
Oath, T hit I have found Chriſt: Cheefeman ewent y emer it I ewes” 
ing 4 aud when I came, he would tell me there way wt wy numb: : So 
I was ante wipe my w/e, ( wiping his age then on his Neto j od 
raaraback ie Coxtirmh as 1 Weng q 41. thus { have be p 413 
with bi ; and I will take my Oath, Tt when I Atte ak * thee [ins 
ral times et they did «at the meeting, they have tidd me to wait #pr th 
Lird,and to ſerk God, &c. 

Ten Preh ſa d, If chat can be proved that they have co te 
they were ihere to ſeek or Wat upen Cod. c .$ enough . ard rou 4 
have ehcouraged ihe Jury to f. d the Bills up it. | 

Oh abo mi able, unheard ot * ckedneſ and crucity k that tou 4j* 
upon. or ſeek Cod, ſhe uld be actounted fuch a crime, a4 ta defer ve 

'efs puniſhment ih en ſe ven years daniſime t or (dear): [t feif? 

Well, but . A mo or hu man Ler- being called. aud begining 
to ſpeak, bis Valter, . A. fad to him, Nat, na remante rhe x54 
day of the Ain? "Ong ; 

Hs man ar.ſwe: ed, ,s no matter forthe dax of the; G U 1 
knaw the tim e well enough, 9 292. 

Upon which a ſla der by fad, A Reger, et brim N of 
the n..mth He eee e to bt kickt ext of the Cm ti: Ard ite people 
felt Cut icto great laughter. | 
Ar! fo the Jury, wen forth the ſecond time: the Jury Hill rugs 
a Wy buliceſs, Could get agree to find the Bills: E Sagar 

nd #t Arg ter ry {> oF de berch in orew age; ard be. 
Cath. and then wert into the Council Chamber ta chem th fort; 
$0.0 ac there wa ar be Jong, Fer Df» , ant ave Jultjcs 


fr ant ene! #4 * 1 „e 7 mr A 4 N q 
At leit obe ech 17". erer e dad Wrkels,, 
and . 


heiber they two coule 0a eli gs 
4 C 67 | H £24þed they (ane | 
Well, * nie d:rg ihe Jury rctuthed the cond time, ard 


Pang tC) d 2 0: 40 | 
dead bude yod t 2d. Floh Ve nds Lies wn ks hte! hai. 
l 1 * 1 bog 


her ot the bag 
O07 (i a n, 
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Upon which Prefer began to be very angry, ſaying tö che Jury. 
would you do ſo, having ſuch Evidence, and Sir William Armoret a 
hon1nrable Gentleman, haviag taken his Oath alſo ? 

The Jury anſwered , Twas true, Sir . A. was an honourable 
Gentleqan, but was a man ſubject to paſſion, 

Procter replyed, ſaying, If he were, it did not become them to tell © * 
him ſo. ss 
ben . Armorer preſt the Judg to have them fined ten pounds a 
man. | 

The Judg anſwered, No, if that were their judgment, between 
God and their own Conſcienees be it 

But W. A. preſt to have them bound to their good behaviour, be- 
cauſe they had ſome ſcruples concerning his ſwearing, being as they 
ſad, tender in conſcience touching ſo dubious 4 matter. and did que- 
ſtion whether they might take his oath or not; for it may be obſer. 
ved, that Procter himſelf but the day before did tell the Jury, that if 
they did not bring in the Priſoners guilty, they. would make W, A. 
— the Clerk perjured perſons; ant the Jury did not bring in the 
Priſoners guilty, G . 

So the Priſoners being cleared by the Jury, the two Juſtice on 
the Bench, and *. Armorey not being pleaſed with it, committed 
them to the Gaol again as factious perſons, till they ſhould pay their 
fees. So the Seſſions ended. | 

Aud td e next day, being the r 3th day of the Month, W. A ſent 
for the f ur Priſoners before mentioned, to his houſe , where three 
of chem were brought by the Gaoler; but one of them being an 
ancient weakly woman, having taken cold the day before, by reaſon 
of their being kept ſo long at the Seſſions, it being very cold wea- 
ther, and not being well, was left behind: Which when W. A, un- 
derſtood, he began to be very angry, and bid the Gaoler fetch her. 
though on Horſe- back. ad. 

Sa the Gaoler fetcht her alſo, and having kept them about two 
hours, being very cold weather, nothing was ſaid to them, but were 
returned back again to priſon, N r 

The 16th.day of the fame month, they were had before him 2- 
gain to his Houſe, where was alſo Tho: Kenton Ma your W. A. com- 
manded yo his _ _ the — of Allegi * — 

hich being done, to if they would take it, they ſhould have 
Net liberty * They 
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Abe anſwered; that they were Priſoners by an Order of Sel. 

ons, till they would pay their Fees, and therefore would not anſwer 
totany ſuch queſt ons until they were at liberty. 

And after ſome diſcourſe, they were committed again for refuling 
the Oath. Ce. 8 » ; 

Aud the 287 of the 1 27h month called February, ---64; they 
were ſent for again before * Armorer, who told them they. were as 
they were before, if they would pay their fees, they ſhould have 
their liberty. 

So when they came out of his houſe, the Gaoler bid them go to 
their own homes. : 

And whether theſe proceedings be according to 1 aw, or mens 
_ „ the Reader may judg; but we are | ſure che innocent 

rs, | | 

The 224 of the 1176 Month called Pn, ---64 , #. Armoret 
came to the Meeting, and took P Wille Mary winter, and 
Mary Richardſon , and ſent them to the houſe of Correct ion tor 
three dayes, upon the ſecond offence, as he calls it. And there being 
fix men more, viz, William Lamboll, nil am Tempſon, Leo: K ey. An- 
thony Sadler, I ho: Speed, and John Bolt, he pull'd one of them down 
by violence from his ſear , and ſent for the Gaoler , whoſe ſervant 
came, whom W. A. commanded to take them to priſon , which was 
done by his man Venter, and the Gaolers man, who haled them to 
the Gaol without Warrant or Mittimus. = 

The next day he ſent for the fix men to his houſe, where he, wit 
Tho: Kenton the Mayor, asked them if they would ta the Oath of 
Allegiance , and called to Grover his Clerk to read it. 

One of the Friends, . Lambod, asked, to what end do you re- 
quire me to ſwear ? | f 

W. A. ſaid, To berrae to the King, 

. TL. s ſwearing Allegiance ſufficient, though I do it not? 

W. A. ſaid, No you maſt do it. 

. L. ſaid, It — doing Allegiance is tlie thing that is re- 
quired *- | 7/08 | 
He anſwered, Tei. Us | 

*.. Z. 1 own Allegiance to the King, and am willing to do all his 
juſt and lawful requirings, as a Subject, in things pertainung to this 
world, and will promiſe thereunto. | 


-- 
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„ "Armorer', Voi nuff [weir to biud you! fot if Jy break: jour 
Om ys dan -d. | * | 111 
. 7. Will not the breaking of my promiſe be matter of con- 
demna i n; to me? | 

W A, a' ſwered, Nv, or to that effect. 

'W. I. ſid, The vcripture ſaich, that no Lyzr ſhall enter into the 
Ki- pdom af Co, ard the Devil ſhall receive damnation tor Tying, 

But fil he asked me to ſwear ? | 

I told him cht Chritt and the Apoſtles forbid ſwearirg-, and che 
focceedihg Ch i tians denyed :o (wear, as Potjearpe and others: 
And ſwearing upon à Book was ſet up by the Back Rain Power, 
aud y. nien the Emperor was: he firſt Inſtitutot of it. as | read. of; 
and c NH dd nothing to the King , for me to kiſs th s Book, nei. 
ther will it do him any good: And therefore why ſhould ic be put 
fo much upon me, ſeeing 1 will do Alleg:ance ? 

W. A fad hecorly rot help it; and bid the Gaoler take him 
away if he would not firear;, and ſaid he might go ard conv.nce 
the * arliament that mae the Law; and he was'ſwora to execu:e 
the Kings“ a've, | | 

1 Lambolt asked im why he would put ſuch Laws in execution, 
wh ch he could not defend by the Scriptures nor right reaſon ? 
ben he bid the aoler take him away. | | 

W. K (aid, TheLo:d God everlaſling, (in whoſe preſence I 
am juſtified in this ching. and before whoſe Judgment ſeat we muſt 
aH appear) kroweth my beart, that I do not deny to ſwear out of 
Rnbbornneſs. nor out of obſtir acy, or denying Alleg ance. to the 
Fi. g; but only and alone for Conſcience fike towards God, and be- 
cauſe Chriſt Jeſus (whom we are to heat in all things) ſaith, F 
not at all, & c. * 7 

Ihe Oath feng read to william Towipſon , and the Book hetd*to 
h m. aid, Alas, s ths all that ye can do, ſo often to tender ys chis 

Oa h to intnare us? And that he did un what was read, and could 
promiſe the chinge contained in tie Onat .. 

[le Clerk havirg giver him che Book he ſaid, Out of thy Book 
can | pruve hat it is not {awful to ſ var at all. be 54); 

W. . fad, etui cena. | | 

rw. J. Nay it is not at ail, whithars Chrifls words to them that 
were tollo'vers of him, [ ſaf wnto 108: Kral, not at: a, Which com- 


prebeads 


(32) 
prehends all ſwearing ; 5 let your "6 be yea, and your. 145 1d Ae 
wharſoeveras mort, cometh ef ray. - - 
A. began to be a ry wich him, becauſe he did not anſwer 
whethetbe would, or would nat ſwear. | 

1. T. I can promiſe the things contained in the Oath, and is not 
that ſufficient? . 

Mayor feid, That doth nar anſwer the Law, 

. T. At Ido that which the Law requires, or the ſubſtance ol 
the * will not — 1 10 b 1 k 

. A. being peevi angry, thruſt him going, he crying for 
| 2 A. told him he ſhould ha ve it done. ns 

T, appealing to the Mayor for Juſtice, he ſaid, iam, I am 

in 2 to do the Kings buſineſs, and to exegnte his Lans, and 1 muſt 


— 7. aid, But thou muſt haye an eye to the Law of God 
in it. 

The Book being held to Tho: Speed, he ſaid, 1 rather to obey 
that —_ which you profeſs, who ſaid, Swear ne then you who 
ſay ſwear. 182 
W. A. VN you? that's enongh, take, hin aw 

T. F. Is this Me aſtice, meth, cokg me to GG tiken away to pri- 

ſon for ſaying, I chuſe rather to obey Chrilt then thee ? 

Then they asked Jobs Baut if he would take the Oath of Alle- 

jance ? 

Who anſwered, A for my part I am a man chat wakes conſci- 
ence of my ways, and I have great cauſe to reſpeR the Lord, and 

e his way and truth; and as he hath made it known in me, 1 
ſhall in that truth follow him in his holy way; and that which be 
hach made known to me to be evil, that I dare not do, leſt I ſhould 
_ my peace with my God, which 1 cangor. do for all the 
wor 

W. A. Tex cannot take it, can you? 

J. Z. I cannot go againſi my Conſcience, nor do that which the 
Lord hath made known to me to be evil. 

W. A. ſaid , VVhere did you learn that , ext of your nail # ( the 

| Friend being a Shoomaker by Trade, ) 
«.reproving of him for his jeer, ſaid, Nay, the Lord bath 
| a5 i known unto me, 

; Some 
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— poſe between them 1 * freak 
Cake we have omitted , ang £ the ; office o dle alſo bad Come diſcord 
to the abe puppoſs.s if OW YR TC - rw ne * 
On the 127 of the f. Montbead 32 — 
Armorer Game again to — Meeting; and Gen ſoo the: Gabler, who 
being come, he ſent Lecnard Coale, — Eavell and FW abbr E- 
—— ty th ſhe e Gaol without either \Wwerancor-Mirtjings,: Aud at 
ting tobk Chriffop 41. N AAA, Shop, 

Mg" Fr, — 715 e, F. Lavd) 


v0 an Ne Teac them to the Codncer; und 
then went into eee 97 Ju Cn rid puld out bis Man. ſer- 
rant Henry U e, a Fut him into the Meeting - Room, and faid 
he run 'away out of the Meeting I thougb the man was never at 


— Meeting all his life-cime , as we heard of and ſoſenchim 
20l, and at night he” ſehr For Ahe alf to he Hofe, where was 
Au Dalby ul alſo, , and. aN che Oath of Allegance to L. 

Lavelland VV Emerton, and committed them to the Gaol, 
FF 0 Nun Cem, hivtnan, that he was miſtaken in 
— and let im go again, the reſt he ſent to _=_ — 4 Ac 

$ t Ac- 
Conde a4 Sharp, ore . 1 


fer 


The ſecond of the ſecond Month called # Faber cline FP. 


Armortr, and E aw: Di/by to the Meeting, a and took 22 — 
man, Ha Vis, Anne Harriſon, Eliz: Tudway, Eliz: Der 
4 Re ; * Te Jend Elea Lauda“ {and 
Ta 7 ory reruns he Las 
| 4 5 ne 
8 eee ts he rot Ado Hens 
ir d 
G bebe RE eee | 
—.— of Berks was held at . , to which place the Priſons 


; Nas , when be Oath of. e bach been rendered, were 
A En is Wile, G e Lamba and 
his Wife, Tho: Trg Fi Fe Fae: W. Pofeph 


d Rp: Pococh, n "PV Bliumm Fett obw Toby, 5 


re om KY, 
Fed Ho Hee fe eh ea 


Lavi, a/ Eme ten; and being bronght into the Court, 
; were 


* 


* 


nt: anſwered , That for — 
commanded not to ſreararall, — could not 


e CY 9 WW 


EE Alleginre to th be King, and choſe e ae 


, 202 ha ve o 
den to the King, and to no rb on earth, whilſt we live - 
under Him , and would be willing to undergo the puniſhment of 
jured wen, if if we N our Promiſe, 
125 83 were put by, and committed to che Aſſizes |. the ullices 
was a thing 00 weighty for them: So they would leave 
tems arr ys Jud ges. PA 14. 
une 2 Lamboll were ca e 
They asked A. c 272 would take the Oath. 
A4. C. nd ab — very hard 12 ea be re: 
| quired to take under covert, and my 
ing here a preſent Sufferer for the very ſame thing; for there is no 
woman in Z»g/eed that I have heard of, inder covert, that is re- 
to rake thar Oath, and kept in priſon on that account. except- 
ing my felf and Sr Lambol. 

So after more diſcourſe, they put her out of the Court, and bid 
her take Sab Lambol with her, 5 
+ And upon A. C. her ſpeaking a few words to the Juſtices, . Ar- 
morer ſaid, Hold your ton ne, Nan, and turn your back, 
| . "And others of the the Juſtices faid, Go yoyr wayes, Mrs. Curtis, our 
f th . Art. Lambo}l with you ; by which they, and 
| ators , did judg they ſhould have had their Li- 

— b 

829 5 after they were e gone, . nn (as ſome of the people 
ſaid) began to incenſe the Juſtices againſt «A. Cui tu, telling them 
what i dangerous perſon ſhe was 1 ſet at liberty, c. 1 


4 


* 
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- * 
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80 
& ey drdered? that? > d Tan odd de com 
mitted * aol as dangerous aht ple pelt ons here to e 
mip eat the next Aſſize. ; 
being the 2 of the Month , two more ef or 
PERM VIZ, 5 25 ie Cheeſe man "and Anne 5 we. were called, 
Ni e e 
4 This ii Io tente“; an man 
ſo drunk the — A. who being ig gnorant” ries hy hates wy 


— ; hr pe —_ the Book, his Maſter called to 1 555 


1 : than Ay on the other band, Dick : 

band Dey 3 ob belt were ſent our to the 100 rec 
4 - who baving heard their Evid; &tuch 5 

into the Court, and their Verdict was, Thy could ot 8 

tient pee iN fin the 1 2571 owilty actor ding fo The ate” 


ag ainft ft nl ff et oy Meeting c. 


I; 15 af 
2 4455 A 4 105 Ns 90 9 


00 el to thre ve fome of the Juty that” 7 6 

and cauſed them to return a 8 adviſe in aſe — 
But being retutie gain, they MR ws bs befbre®" hui 

eee eme wh Wit 2 e not aged 


eee 7 05 pole ; wing wen 


, N fo ng the RI N hel 

Fe wow” e 0 r 

br a Wit that th 22 Way 12 Sir bon d rp thel 
riouees id they were Nasen e J A CARE 

F 12s apatite Cobfcieert6 FREE Yer 

Iury anſwered , Pit, 5 ' the Juſt; ces ( William 15 NO bang Rill on 

ow God ? ho ſhoul the 2018 ) cryed our, Tru, them the Oath 


os. _— le 4 5 of Allegiance. To which" che Jury as one 


wil 7 man, cryed out, woulck take it. But 
| when the Tots hoon: Fady t to take 
it, they paſt it by, 

u. A, not being pleaſed with theſe e 87 ep? n to *accuſe 
the Aale r in venting moſt audacious and ante yes, faying 
in the face of the Country, No body ſhould ever catch them ſpeak- 
ing or praying, for they ſet boyes at "the corners of che — +: 

watch, 


— „„ „%% 


— cn. AM... , "®. eV EY LPR W.,. on 


and threatned if he catcht him at the Meeting again, he would car 
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: Which being fo notoriouſly falſe, no doubt the Country would 


| ss ad beed to it, aʒ there was truth in it, and fo we leave it. 


r we dene all people both in this Town, (where our 
Meetings are known, being publike this eleven or twelve years) and 
in C, whether gur barmleſs and innotent practiſes, eſpecially 
e oxſhip of the troy apd Mlving God, hath nor 
heen of: mpre-Chriltian courage, then to ſer boyes ro warch'if any 
body came to ſee us: No. no, we are far from that for our Teſtimo- 
ny in preaching and publiſhing God enduring tr ch, aud our pray- 
ing of lo good effect and acceptance with che Lord, that we are nei- 
ther «ſhaingd nox.afraid of any chat ſhe! teme among us; and our 
daily practice, and his conyaua! frequenitihg dup peaceable*Meer- 
ing again and again, (as the Reader may ooſetve ) dothſufficiently 
waniloſt he cant 9p. 

Well, but to return: the Jury being very : e and 
much fic becauſe che Bill was not found eld che Pciſoners, there 
was ſome hurry inthe Court; ꝓut the Niſoners had their liberty, 


| lead 


129 / the 234 of the ame Month, FF. Armorer came to the Meet- 
Ang, there being not five of che age of Sixteen years, though ſeve- 
va] — his N Fes bed hem 2 — 
Arp mes being therg, be hid org of tham cudgel C berſeman 
mut of he tom and as he Was 0 forth” I, &, bjmfelt thtg(t 
at him with his Cane or Staff, and run it between his li ps and teeth. 
there being not his number as aforeſaid. IOW 
Moreover, W. A. meeting Chriftopher Cheeſman another time in 
the fireet, laid violent hands on him, aud pluckt him by the Noſe, 


off his Noſe, 


Ihe zor of the ſame Month, . A. came again to the Meeting, 
and ſent for Tho: Kenton Mayor, who being come, they took Chri- 
ftopher C heeſeman, Anne Sharp, Sarah Binfield, Mary Coale, Grace 
. Hutchins, Hannah Lamboll, John Kent, Tho: Conickg , and Hannah 
Menn. and being bad to the Houſe of Giles Poceck,, and having con- 
_ together, they ſent Chriſtophry Cheeſeman , A. Sharp, and 
OA Binfield, tothe Gaol on the third account, 


G 2 W. Ar- 


| 9:74; 
match, ſo that if ans come to take them, they might have notice 


99 (42) | 

1. Armorer ſtill breathing out fa'ſe accuſations againſt them, that 
they carried Letters about the Country, and then met on that day 
to plot and contrive inſurrections. ä 

One of the Friends denying it, told him, if be could prove any 
ſuch thing, they would be contented to ſuffer whatſoever the Law 
had provided in that caſe, > 

W. A. replyed, we Will make you prove the contrary : and told 
them of black firings and ribbons to tye about their arms, and ſuch 
ſtories which are incredible to any man of gravity and underſtand- 
ing; and yet telling of it with ſuch confidence, as if the man had 
been an eye · witne ſs of that which was never to be ſeen: And one 
ol the Priſoners counſelling him to take heed what he did, for there 
would come a day wherein he muſt give an account for what he did: 
1. A. replyed Fe ſhall know at the day of udęment, wife arſe is Il ach. 
eſt, yours or 08” s, 

The Priſoner told him it was an uncivil thing for one called a Ju- 
ſtice, to ſpeak ſuch words. 

He replyed again, Vhy Sirrah, what incivility is it ? is not your 
noſe your noſe, and your arſe your 

So they committed Crace Hutchins for ſix months to the Gaol, and 
the reſt for three months; the Mayor being the chief Inſtrument at 
that time, of their being committed for ſo long time, ſaying, V 
will not be troubled with them ſo often, it 8925 — time, 


when many were th up together one of the 
— ſent a a true Copy — v1 
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To T noMas Kiuron, Mayor of 
Reading,  T heſe. 


Tho: enten: | \ 


PF Thou art now in a place of Authority in this Town ; and 
as chief Magiſtrate therein, thou haſt power put into thy hand 
to puniſh evil-doers, and to favour , encourage and ou 0» 
ple in well-doing ; which is the End of outward Rule and Autho- 
i ricy in this world. which was never ordained of God to limi-, ſtop 
or bind the Conſciences of people to, or from any way of Wor- 

ſhip, or practiſes of Religion, but it was ordained of God to pun- 
iſh the evil-doers, and to keep and preſerve men in peace and qui. 

etneſs one with another, that they hurt not, nor wrong not one ano- 

ther, nor abuſe themſelves nor one another; but that they might 

be kept in good order one with another in all 2 outward ly, and 

not to rule over the conſcience; but be, even God alone, is to rule 

in the conſcience, and to per ſwade it by his Light therein, to, and in 

bis otyn way and wor ſhip, and therein man is not to meddle, but to 
leave it free: And he that rules thus, he rules for God, and bears 

not the Sword in vain, which is to ſtop, limit and bind wickedneſs, 

and be abuſes not the Power, nor will not turn bis Sword C nor 

power) againſt ſuch as do well, and follows peace and holineſs, and 

fears and ſerves the Lord, but will encourage, and be a praiſe unto 

ſuch who do live — and honeſſly among men; and though 

ſuch may be falſly accuſed and — ( as the peaceable peo- 

ple of God have been in almoſt every age, and evil- minded men 

may ſurmiſe evil againſt them; yet ſuch a one who rules for Cod, 

. (and not to pleaſe mens humours) will not afflict and trouble inno- 
cent and peaceable people, upon the ſuppoſitions of envious and evil- 

minded men, becauſe he ſeesthere is no (nor can be any )evil. doing 
proved againlt them, that they are guilry of, £/ 
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And Friend, if ſuch a heart and mind were found in thee, thou 
wouldſt be happy and honourable indeed Lay „ if it were in thy 
heart thus to act even in that very way and manner before-mention- 
ed, to look aftef, and pugiſh evil-doers, and to ſtop and limit pro- 
phaneneſs and wickedneſs; to encourage and he k praiſe xo thoſe that 
do well, that are peaceable and hatmleſs among men, that ſerve and 
worſkip the Lord in his. o way, tand not àſteł che inventions and 


preſcriptions of men) even in that way which his own ſpirit leads 


and perſwades them unto , then it would go well with thee . and 
thou mighteſt then know the worth and exceeding” preciouſneſs of 
having che peace of Conſcience, if thou didſt act in this way which 
is according to that of God therein, which would lead the and all 
men to ghis,, did they hut give ear unto it, and follow its eounſel, 
aud-then,would-yickedaels be topped, arid godlinefs, fobriery'iatid 
neſty, would be eſteemed_and promoted! But klas! how doch 
gontrary- abound in this place ? and how has wickedrieſs is 
ſxing ? and how are evil· doers egcreaſing, drunkenneſs, ſwearing. 
and vain ſports and playes, allowed and tollerated f Anditheſe are 
not acchunted re Meetings : But for peaceible people, young 
children and youth; that have inclination after godlinefy and ſobrie- 
ty, to meet together for no other end but to worſhip God this is ac. 
coumted an unlawful Aſſembly, (for there was never, not can never 
any ching elſe be proved againſt us, what ever ſuch as hee enmity 
S us,, may imagine ) and muſt no be broken, 
Aodiintthis work thou baſt appeared, in cauſing thy Nethghboury'to 
be laled out of their Chrillian Aſſemblies; and ſen, to GaoFriom 
their honeſt Callings and Employments, ſeparating men from their 
Wives and Children, and Wives from their Husdinds and Chil- 
dron from their Parents, whereby they may be deftroyed; and all 
this, oaly becauſe of the exerciſe of their Conſclences r 
aud fot their obedience to him, And oh 1 4 4 biden will 
-@his be upon thee one day, that thou ſhouldſt 2 band in this, 
und joyn with chat ſpirit of Perſecution againſt thy peaceable 
— and young children, whom thou cauſt fot . Ä 
ſwalled in thy couſcience, that they are peaceible, 1nd $ ho 


ſuch thing as co plot aganilt che King; neither is it x fh co 
any — man, that a few Lads and young Girls, wo- 


men, ſhould meet together to plot or contrive inſurtettions, a h 


ſuch 
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lerebing can be, at dvet vi oft the people in ſcorn 

called 5 are led hy be truth "which an into 

love and peace, and good. will towards all men, 2 evil reports 

and — — be given ouragainlt us, and many fooliſh 

tame go aba among ſuch as arc chen up to believe ſyes, 

| unccedible ta a Wan of g KY an i voderftanding j yet 

out +AAGETY CY, GErYcY, up and, e appear, when alf theſe 

wil dye, and thereſuge of lyes-is ſwept away ; and that 

tiuth / and way of life , pesce, and eternal happineſs, wh ch God 
hath made known unzodis,: will more and moreb 

bettacway in whichalorieirus love, ephcord a- 

e No 05 chen 

can never be eſtabliſhed in peace and unity, nf ng. plotted nor 


contrivers of! miſcivef againſt any man, can come , an 5 Which all 


chit tre out of — we Vel truſted, whateyar they may in 
Gato 1——— ainſt the 
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0\Wtidrtfore Friend in was upon my beart 10 77 . thee to tale 
13 dos; vavto proceed in this wo T perfecarivh of 
eople for che exerciſe; of 5 peg 9 in the fervice 
inc wor ſhip of God, and cauſing thy peaceable Neighbours, to be 
* priſons ſor their odedience yy rd God; for this will 
thowrah pf the * 1 05 e. the_ uf of h's 
N to dome amal apes ch end and ſorrow 
dad treubſe will take hold of thee, when. Witness of God in 
ty o eonſcience ſhall bring theſe unchriſtian· ke proceedings 
init thoſe chat: did thee ,; nor no man — = into thy remem- 
dee, and pive the fencence o condemnazion upon thee for * 
t —— tha per ſeruting ſpirit, nog es 
tears and revergaces h Name. 
* now ſome may over-8s thee, Tail hes webe va 
Law. and chou may think to cover thy dell, by ay 18 cke Law! 18 4- 
gunſi us; yet I lay; that will not exculechee i in the dreadful? day df 


account , for thete wa a Law which, che Jews had agajalh Pon 
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Lord Jeſus Chrift, yet that would not excuſe thoſe that condemned 


-- | 


him: But yet this Law dorh not at all reach us, being rightly conſi- 
dered , becauſe we meet really in truth to worſhip the Lord, and to 
perform holy duty to him, and not in any colour or precence , to 
plot or contrive inſurręctions; for they that do ſo, are the- perſons 
that the Law takes hold of; and though ſome may ſuſpect otherwiſe 
of us, yet that is not ſufficient ground fo violently to proceed a- 
gainſt chy peaceable Neighbours upon a bare ſuppoſition, becauſe 
it hach not, nor can ever be proved, that we have done, or intend 
any ſuch thing at our Meetings; and therefore we are grievouſly 
orange and abuſed, and the Law turned to a wrong end, even 
again 
according to the Preambſe of it. 


And therefore i: will be well for thee to be cool and conſiderate 


in chy mind, and not raſhly to run { or be led) on without any re- 
hero (he LEeY or fear. to offend and grieve; his good ſpirit in 
thy 


ſelf, which will net ry he or t any pity or 


compaſſion (as 4 min) ta thy NeipghBours , to fend them to priſon, 
from their Wives, Children, 5 — and Parents, and Families 
as if they were ſuch intollerable offenders, that were not | 
the common air in the Creation; when all chat can be proved a- 
gainſt them, is, That they were in ſuch a houſe ; and they ſaid to 
wait upon, or worſhip God: And is this now become ſuch a crime? 
Oh that ever men that profeſs hriſtianity, ſhould be ſo blind and 
ſorriſh, as to loſe their very reaſon (as men) to act in this manner, 
hich generations to come will even abhor. And who would have 
ought that che Magiſtrates and people of Reading ſhould be found 
in this work beyond moſt in the Nation? What, is there not drun- 
kards and ſwearers to be looked after ? And do not theſe tranſgreſt 
the Law ? Is there not a Law again drunkards and ſwearers ? and 
art thou ſo forward and diligent to execute that, as thou (with 
others) art that which you ſay is againſt our Meetings ? Are not ſuch 
at liberty? And {are not; theſe — which are fins againſt, che 
Lord God of Heaven and Earth, winked at, and lightly 
over? And muſt thoſe whom you do only ſuſpect (or ſome of you) 
to be tranſgreſſors of mans Law. be ſo violently proceeded againſt, 
when nothing of fact can be proved againſt them, nor no man can 


;JafHly charge them of doing any evil againſt him? 


them that are peaceable, and againſt whom it was not made, 


Con- | 
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© Conſider of theſe things, and lay them to heart, and beware 
what thau doſt, leſt thou be found ſtriving againſt that which God 
bath purpoſed to exalt; and remember what one once ſaid, IF th 
way be of Cod, it will fand, let men do what they can; and if it be 
not, it will fall of its ſelf, they need not trouble themſelves about 
it. And if you that profeſs your ſelves Chr iſtians, had ſo much rea- 


ſon and moderation as he that was a Heathen , you would not trou- 


ble your ſelves ſo much as you do, which will be in vainto ſtrive 

inſt the Lord, who will exalt his own Name and Truth over your 
heads, though you may be permitted to try many, in which the 
Lord is trying of you in this your day, which it would be well if 
you could ſee, which you can never do till you return your minds 
ta that Principle of God in you, which will let you ſee your ſelves, 
and how you ſtand, and convinceth of ſin, and leads out of it all 
ſach as do ſincerely love and follow it, and all ſuch as do flight 
and diſregard it, it will bea worm gnawing in their Conſciences, 
and a fire that will never be quenched , which will make the proud 
to bow, and conſume and lay low the glory and haughineſs of all 
fleſh, and bring eternal ſorrow and anguiſh upon all that have lived 
wantonly upon earth, and ſpent their time in pleaſure and vanity,in 
eaſe and fulneſs; The day of the Lord is at hand, which will over. 
rake the wicked as a thief in the night; and bleſſed will they be that 
haſt and prepare to meet him, by putting off their ſins, and turning 
from their iniquities, and forſaking the evil way; which that thou 
mayeſt do, is my deſire , however I have cleared my conſcience 
unto thee, and reſt a true lover of thy ſoul, 


Reading.Gaol the 34 day of From a Sufferer for the teſtimony 
the 3d month, 1665. | of 4 good Conſcience, and for 
ping the command of the Lord 

un which I have peace with 

him, which no man can take a- 

way, , 


J. C. 
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The Aſſizes being holden at Abingdon the 7th and 8th days of the 
5th Month called 7e, 1665; to which place Twenty fix of the 
Priſoners were brought by the Gaoler , viz. The twenty one be- 
fore mentioned, who at the Seſſions at Newberry were put off to the 
Aſſtzes to have their Trval, and A Curtis, and S. Lamboll, who 
were committed as dangerous and ſuſpicious perſons ; and the other 
three were, Chriſtopher Cheeſeman, 4. Sharp, and S. Binfield, who 
were committed on the third account for meeting , and were called 
to the Barr before Judg Tie, who (after ſome queſtions of 
Name, place of abode, what they were, c.) ſaid to the Priſon- 
ers at the Barr: 

Judg. what, you go to unlawful Meetings and Conventicles , and 
will not obey the Kings Laws, &c. 

One of the Priſoners anſwered, I am clear from all evil againſt 
the King, and of all Plots. and contriving Inſurrections, &c. for 


our doors ſtand open, and our Meetings are publick, ( not in holes 


nor corners) where any that will, may come, 
So they were put by. 
And having much ado to patch up an Indictment againſt Chriſte: 
Cheeſeman, there being no record of his fecond offence accord: 


to the Act; for he was never taken and committed on the ſecond 


account; being in a ſtrait, they called for Chriſtoph: Cheeſemans 
Commitment; which being given to the Judg, he asked if choſe 
were all the Commitments ? 

The Gaoler anſwered, Ter. 

The Judg finding no ſecond Commitment, turned to . Arm- 
rer, ſaying, Tour beſt way ts to let him go, and take him again, 

Upon which Juſtice A/{eworth ſtood up and ſaid to the Judg, If 
Jon let this man go, he will go about the Count y preaching, and do much 
burt, before you can take him again. 

So then they proceeded, and called the three perſons before men- 
tioned, and read an Indictment agai ſt two of them, viz, C. Cheeſe- 
man and +, Sharp; to which they pleaded, Not guilty, 

1 hen the Judg called to S. Binfield, and asked what age ſhe was? 
But ſhe not anſwering, the Judg called out in the Court, ſaying, 
kn. vs what age foe is of No anſwer being made, he ſaid to her, / 
rbb you are but fifteen years old; and by that time you are fun 
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hore you will have more wit, So ſhe was freed as under age, it — 
but the ſecond time of her commitment, it was ſuppoſed they woul 
not meddl any farther with her upon that account, 
So the Indictment being read againſt the other two, which was 
yery falſe in many particulars, as, That Chriſtopher Cheeſeman, 
with other evil per ſons, to the number of five, did meet in contempt of the 


_ Kings Laws, and to the diſturbance of the people, & c. and much more 
* of the ſame nat ure. 

4 A Jury being called, ſome of whom were ſo drunk, that they 
of were hardly able to ſpeak or ſtand, but as they were ſupported by 
; others in the throng. \ 

ae Priſoner ſaid, I deſire there may be ſome Witneſs produced to 
4 prove that I go to any ſuch Meetings to plot againſt the King, and 


that I have at any time been taken at ſuch a Meeting; for we meet 
ſl in the fear of the Lord, and dur Meetings tend ro holineſs of liſe, 
. and love and unity among our Neighbours, and this the Liturgy 


0 of the Church of England doth exhort men unto; and here is 

1. Law (having it in his hand ) which ſpeaks poſitively to the matter, 
as in the lait Clauſe of the Vreamble to the Act, which ſhews the 

1, Very grounds and reaſons wheretore the Act was made, viz, To pre- 


vent plotting and contriving Inſurrections. as appears farther by the 
* words of the Act, which ſaith, / hat if any perſon vf the age of ſixteen 
ears, ſhall be preſent at any 4 ſſembly, Conventicle or Meeting; under 
colour or pretence of any exerciſe of Religion, in other manner then is al- 
lowed by the Liturgy, &c. (which doth allow, that in all places, and 
atall times men ought to perform holy duties to God, and to ſeek 
him, &-c.) Now if any Witnefs can come and ſwear, That I was 
there upon ſuch account, then let me ſuffer the penalty which the 
if Act provides. Therefore I deſire the Witneſs may be produced to 
prove what is falſly ſuggeſted againſt me, 
* Judp. That is n0 part of the Law, the whole body of the Law fl. 
lower h; calling to the Clerk to read the Law; ſo he read that clauſe, 
If any perſons to the number of five, or upward, under pretence of ten- 
. Conſciences, ſhall meet in exerciſe of Religions Worſhip , contrary to 
what the Litwrgy doth allow, &c. after lawful convict ion of the third 
offence, ſentence of tranſportation ſhall be given, &c. 

C. Cheeſeman, The Law doth not ſay, that people ſhould not meet 
really to worſhip God, nor yet injoyn them where , or what houſe 
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to meet in; but ſaith, That if any perfons to the number of five, or 
upward, ſhall under pretence of Religious Worſhip, meet to 
Plot, Cc. 

Judg. That's mpart of the Law. 

Priſ The Law was made to prevent plotting and contriving In. 
ſurrections; that was the — and cauſe wherefore the Act was 
made, (and nor, 1 hope, to hinder any people from worſhipping of 
God, or to make them offenders for ſgeking him) ſo unleſs it can be 
proved, that I was found plotting , & c. this Act concerns me 
not. 

Judg. Here are the Regiſters under the hands of the Fuſtices ;, and 
here in Sir William Armorer , an henoxrable Gentleman , that is one 
of then. 

Pri He is honourable, that is a vertuous man, 

But the Reader may take notice, that there was no Record for 
the _ offence ; for the Priſoner was never committed on a ſe. 
cond, | 

Judg. Yon are an impadent fellow. | 

Priſ. I am not an impudent fellow, but do ſpeak the truth; for 
William Armorer is a common Enemy to me, and hath uſed violence 
towards me divers times; and he is a partial man, and therefore no 
competent Wirneſs , and I have much to ſay againſt him, and do de- 
fire that Witneſs may be brought forth, if rhere be any, to prove the 
breach of the Law, for there are two principal clauſes in the AR, 
upon which you ought to inſiſt for tryal of me. The firſt is, Whe. 
ther it can be proved, that I under pretence of tender Conſcience, 
did meet to plot — the King, and contrive Inſurrections among 
the People. And ſecondly, Whether I did meet, and was found er- 
erciſing in Religious Worſhip, contrary to what the Liturgy of the 

Church of Exg/end doth allow. 

Jadg. Te you, That the Clauſe in the Preamble of the Ad, is m 
purt of the Law, 

Priſ. *Tis the very ground and ſubſtance of the Act and Law 
made aguinſt unlawful Meetings; Such that under pretence of ten 
der conſcience, do meet to plot againſt the King, c. But ours is no 
ſuch Meeting, neither hath rhere been any witneſs from firſt to laſt, 
to prove any ſuck thing againſt me. 

udg. We have witneſs here, if need be, ( looking about him in the 
Court) but none appeared. 
Priſ. 


(51) 

Pri. Tate heed what thou doſt, for it is the Cauſe of God, and 

matter of Conſcience towards God only, for which I am this day 
called in queſtion, 

Judg ſaid , Ju mo matter for Conſcience , but for diſcbey;ng the 
Kings Laws. 

Pri/. Ido affirm as in the preſence of the Lord, That tis matter of 
Conſcience only, and nothing elſe; and there is no proof of any 
thing to the contrary. 

Jadg. Well, Jwry, you bear how *tis, and What the Law ſaith , That 
wpon proof made before the f uſt ices againſt ſuch offenders, ſhall be [affici- 
ent Convittien ; and here are the Regifters ¶ though there was no ſe- 
cond offence ) «nder the hand: of the ſaid Juſteces, 

Fri. You chat are of the Jury, I know not the faces of any one 

of you, therefore I leave it to you without any exceptions , deſi- 
ring that you would take notice, That tis matter of conſcience on- 
ly; for the Law ſaith, That if any under pretence of tender Conſti- 
ence , Hal meet to plot againſt the King, and tocontrive Inſurreftions,or 
te exerciſe in - Religious Warſnp contrary te what the Liturgy of the 
Charch of England doth allow, &c. So that there ought to be proof 
made that I was found / under the aforeſaid pretence, plotting & c. 
and exerciſing in Religious Worſhip contrary to-what the Linurgy 
doth allow, &c. ; 
* Jodg. Tow of the Fury, you have beard what he ſaith ; they would be 
interpreter 1of the Laws, and ſjiritnal things tes: you bear what the 
Law ſaith , That if any perſons to the number of five, e upward, ſhall 
meet toget her in exerciſe of Religions is uri, cont" ary % what the Li- 
twyy afloweth , wpon proof thereof m before the fuſticer and Rygi- 
ers ur their hands, (but here was neither Witneſſes, nor but ane 
Regiſter of the firſt offence , for there was no ſecond, as is faid, 
and therefore rhe Juds would have had . Arne er have let him 
£0) hall be ſufficient Convittion, Jn 1, gotogether , 

But the jury wert not from the Barr, neither did they call to ſee 
the Regiſter under the hands af che fore- mentioned Juttices , nor 
yet for any other witneſs or teſtimony, whereby to be ſatisfied cor- 
cerning the Priſoner , bur rather like drunken men, not valuing the 
Liberty or life of a free-born Engliſh man. : 

Ina ſmall time, the ſudg having them near him, faid , 7%, what 

Jay yow, Gwilty or met ojlty ? And tw or three of them anſwered, 
Gmilty, Judg, 
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Judg. What have you to ſay for your ſelf, that ſentence of Tran. 
{portation may not be paſt againſt you ? 

Priſ. I have much to ſay for my ſelf, and for the Cauſe for which 
I am this day called in queſtion , for tis the Cauſe of God, praiſed 
be the Lord who has judged me worthy to bear teſtimony to bis 
Name this day 

The Judg called to the Clerk to read ſentence. 

So the Clerk took the AR, and read thai Clauſe which ſaith, That 
ſuch offender being lawfully convit , ſhall be tranſported beyond 
the Seas for ſeven years; and if he return before that time be ex- 
pired, to be proceeded againſt as a Felon, c. 

The other Priſoner, Anne Sha p, pleading alſo, That there was 
never no witneſs from firſt to laſt, appeared to their faces to prove a 
third offence, Howbeit, ſhe was | alſo ſentenced to lye in priſon 
twelve Months, being a woman under covert. So were both re- 
turned to the Gaol, | 

The other twenty one priſoners, who were by the Juſtices at theit 
Seſſions, ordered to the Aſlizes, were brought to the place afore- 
ſaid, in order to their Tryal, were not called , but returned back a- 
gain to the Seſſiions, which was holden the 11th day of the ſame 
month, at the ſame place; and the proceedings was much on this 
wiſe, viz, 

Anne Curtis, and Sarah Lamboll being called, nothing was laid to 
their charge of danger and ſuſpition, as was mentioned in the order 
of Seſſions, but they tendered the Oath of Allegiance again to 
them, and returned them back again to the Gaol. 

The next day, being the 1 2th of the month, the twenty one pri- 
ſoners upon the account of the Oath, were called to the Barr, and an 
Indictment was read againſt them, ( Tho: Holt of Abingdon being 
Juds) to this purpoſe , That they had wilfully and obſtinately re- 
fuſed the Oath of Allegiance, &c. 

To which the Priſoners pleaded Not guilty, and demanded a Co- 

y of the Inditment , but never had it. So the Gaoler bad them 
ack again to the Gaol, 

Again the 23d of the ſame Month, *. Armorer came to the Meet- 
ing, and The: Kenton Mayor, and took Eliz: Tudway , Mary Min- 
ter, and Judeth Smith, and ſent them to the Gaol on the third ac- 


count, though it was but EA: T xdway: ſecond. Allo ſent Joan Der 
to 
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to the Gaol for fix months. And Hannah Emerton , Elin Binteild; 
ee 228 and Henry Day, to the Houſe of Correction for three 
months. 

The 27th of the 6th month, called Aug, 1665, . Armorer 
and Edward Dolby came to the Meeting, and took Fliz: Kemboll, 
Hannah Kent, and Mary Lamboll, and (ent them to the Gaol on the 
firſt account; and Thomas Coniche, Joſeph Phipps, and Peha Thorn, 
tothe Houſe of Correction; Thomas Conicke for fix months, the 
other two for three months, 

The third of the eighth month called Ofober , the Seflions was 
held at Newberry, to which the above-named Eliz: Tudway, Mary 
Wintey, and Z«deth Smith, were brought; the Bill being found a. 
— them, they were indicted on the third Offence, ſo called and 

ving pleaded Not guilty, were ſent back again to Gaol, and to be 
tryed the next Seſſions following 

And the gb of the 1 1th Month called 7 anzary, 1665, the Sefli- 
— = holden at Reading, where Anthony Barker of Sunning , fate 
as Judg, 

The ſme evening before the Court broke up, the © lerk ( Cham- 
rien) called to the Gaoler to bring the Quakers in the morning; and 
W. Arme e bid hem get a good Jury. 

Accord gly the next morning early they were had to the Town. 
Hall, and called to the Barr, all the twenty one Priſoners, except 
Jobs Paine, (who could not go, being ſick in his bed and a 11 as 
pickt according to * Armore i deſire, ove Charles R being 
one, who was formerly . A-merers Coach- man, oh Ar the 
Shootnaker, and Dane Stamer the Taylor, will am ge the Glo- 
ver, and one Cooper; commonly called a Conjurer, and lome others 
like them, and one who is a Papiſt, (as the people die inform us) but 
the Priſoners objected againſt ſ me of them; fur one (hem, Da- 
wiel Seamer, had faid in open Court, at a veſlions held ut News , 
That he hated them as he hated the Devil: Bur Juſtice Pri of 
Oakingham, ſaid , Unleſs you will take your Oaths of that, we will 
not = any of them out of che Jury, though he knew they made 
conſcience of an Oath. | 

So he, among the reſt, ſtood in the Jury, winch were ther Judges, 
and the Inditmenr being read, That they wiltul.y and ob(t nately 
refuſed to take the Oath of Allegiance , mentioned in the bird of 
King 
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King Pames, & c. The Priſoners pleaded, firſt, That there was n0 
Statute did impower them to tender them this Oath. Secondly, That 
it was not the Oath mentioned in the third of King amet, becauſe 
they rendered it to them by the Name of King Char/er the Second, 
Third'y, Thar it was not according to Law; for the Law faith it 
ſhould fri be rendered to them ou of Seflions; and the ground of 
ſui h render ſhould be upon ſome preſentment or comptunt from 
ſome Ordinary, or others , and then a tender in Seſſions ,, and that 
by the major part of the Juſtices, | 

All which things, and mach more, as in that cafe is proved in the 
Statute, oupht to have been firſt, which hath not been to us. 

Then Hood up Etward Detby a Conncellor, ſay ing, That if ewa 
Juſtices had power to render it out of Seffions, they had, no doubt, 
as much power to tender it in Seſſions upon complaint, &,. 


pla nt: But it was not fo tendered to them, bar as a ſnare, aſtet 
they — cleared by the Jury, knowing that they could not ſwear 
in any Care, 

Much more the Priſoners had to ſay, but they would not hear 
them, but called to Champion the Clerk, and one Stapler x Councel- 
lor, to ſwear that the Oath had been tendered to them according 
to Law, 
— done, the Jury went forth, Being returned again, the Judy 
asked i were agreed on their Verdict ? 

Who anſwered , Ter. 

He asked, Whether guilty, or not guilty ? 

To which the Fore-man anſwered , That fo many as the Oath 
was legally tendered unto, and they refaſed to take it, fo many 
were guilty. 

Then William Armorer and the Clerk ſaid , It was legally tender« 
ed to them all. 

One of the Jury, Charles Bento, replyes , Te, yer, then they 
are all guilty, 

But many of the ſanders by faid it was a ſpecial Verdict, the 
Priſoners not being ſuffered to come to the Barr to hear it, and one 
of the Priſoners being ſick in his bed at the Gaol, as before is 


One of the Priſoners bid them take notice it mutt be upon com... 
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So the Court being adjourned till after dinner, and being come 
together «gain, they called the Priſaners to the Barr to hear their 
ſentence A * * —— them, they did age un” 
ern 3. V tougbt in gude, but che ould 
uot hear them, And one uf the Priſoners told them he had an Ar- 
rell of Judgment. But the Judge, Anthony Barker, Haid, I hey had 
time enough for chat, and then ſaid, Hear our /entence, 

Becanſe us have ref uſed the Oath of Allegiance, and the Jury bath 

ſenad you £ widey, you have incnry dibs Penalty of a Premanire, 
M aſter words ſpoken by the Priſoners to them, they were 
had away to the Gaol , for they were reſolved to do their work, if 
not with the Law , without the Law, and theirreward accordingly 
they hall receive; and the Jodg, A. Barker, is fince dead. 

But the ſame day, by the ſame Jury, EI: Tadway, Judeth Smith, 
and Me Winter , were tryed upon the third account formeeting; 
and though ir could never be proved that Ez: T«dway had bein 
wice convict, yet bad . 4Armerar and Then Stiles, fer their hands 
and ſeals that they were all upon the third account. | 

Upon weh FH Jar (knowing the thing to be falſe ) - ſent 
preſently a Meſſenger to 7 bo; S, to know whether ever he com- 
nutte d bet 19 ee he was, Mayor, Hi anſwer was, be could 

1 
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not tel, ht if nd u ere to it, irmult needs, be fo... . 
Ide Priſaser 1, ſorgething concerning their unjuſt proceed- 
ings again her ; the Clerk, Champion, laid, ſhe deſerved to have ber 
mouth Nopt with a handkerchief, | 
So the brought them in guilty ; and the Judg, A. Barker, 
ence again Aſary Winger, and N adeth Smith,, ta be ſent to 
Barbadoes, rc. and that Fe T adway ſhould Jye inprefog twelye 
Months, being under covert; the Judg bein} in lome chafuſſon, 
would have ſentenced het for time of life, bad it not been preyert- 
ed by ſome that ſtood by. | 
l The next that were called, was A. Cnrtir, S. Landed, and Ribert 
Wilſon, who was ſetcht out of his own houſe 19 N'ewþerry, ataSel. 
fiors timer and had to che Court ſor opening his ſhapr windows: 9 
one of their Faſt-dayes, hom they allo cninarey, N 0] 
— And being indited for wilfully and obi IN reſu- 
ſing the Oath of Allegiance, c. they pleaded Nor guilty ; and the 
Clerk agked them whether they — 
> I 


ener their Kecognizance? 
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One of the Priſoners ed, What they did mean by it? 

The Clerk anſwered, The Court is willing to favour you, and 
to let you have hi till next Seſſions, giving Sureties. 

The Priſoners: ered'; They. bud a0 Sarerits: 'but if they 
_ take theit words, they would promiſe to appear if they were 

Which not being taken, they were returned to the Gaol, 

The next day a ſufficient man of the Town ( hearing that the 
Court had proffered to let them have their liberty upon Securiry, 
fill the next Seſſiom ) went to the Clert'of the de om and ptof- 
ſered to be their Security till the nett Sefi6rs ; that is to ſay, for A. 
Cru, and S. Lambot, | * ä 

But the Clerk told him he could nor do it without an Order under 
the hands of two Juſtices of Peace. 

So be went to *. Armorer , but be would not take Suteries for 


em. 1 * bs 
The 14th day of the ſame Monte. Almorer tis mar cue to 

the Meeting, and ſeeing Friends meet together, wert out and pull'd 
the door after him, (the Meeting being in a room next the ſtreet) it 
being a ſpring-lock, catcht; - ſo he lockt himſelf out. 

In a little after; bis Maſter came in great rage , und called © 
Friends to open the door, or elſe be would br the Glaſs Win. 
dows. But the'Frietids in the Meeting Rite iN ; ſor as they had no 
band in ſhutting of him out, they were got willing to let him in Up. 1 
on which he called for a Smith and a Sledg, there being Ranold 
T hornberry the Conſtable , and one Richard Davis, that uſes to at- - 
tend on the Butchers , and ſome others with him; the Sledg being 
brought, with many blows they forc't open the door, and, A l 
rer looking in, faid , He is not here Whereby it appeared, that 
he had information of ſome perſon that was not there. Ss having 
ſer ſome to keep the Friends in the Meeting, he went to an inner | 
door of the Houſe of 7 ho: Cart is, and broke that open, and fearch- 
ed the Court, the Wood-houſe , Brew. houſe, Stable, and Hey-loſ, Y .' 
arid then broke the door into the houſe, and aftec that , broke ano- £1 
ther door to go up ſtairs ; and finding one Chamber-goor lockt, 
though the Key was in it, yet he broke the lock ard de dbor to pie- 
ces, and entred into the room, and ſearched all the houſe from the 
bottom to the top, no body being in the houſe , * 


? 


. 
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Worſhip was done, be committed Hamab E mer iun to the Houſe 
I 3 | 
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g gone to prilay to car cellarigg to bet Maſter and Miltriſ* 
— fa loſt, anc", Hoo nei and 4 hott, A ſtander- 
by aten, That Heer the ! ay lor, Diane! Sremer his Son-in-laws 


cold him, I hy: they wen: ors, eee to 
i'd 11 * 


fee bow the hon lg Hνε,ꝗ. Havin n ſix doors, and 
ſearched the houſe. came * 120850 ag - roam, and cau- 
ſed the Friends to be had to che Counter , and after their Worſhip 
was ended ( it being the firſt day of the week, which they call their 
Sabbath, on which day he uſually doth this work ) he ſemt for them 
to his houſe before himſelf, and Zap; Dolly, and becauſe three of 
the Friends, bei yonng men, did not put 0 ir hars to him, he 
( W. Armeorer) called to his man to fill them with water, the man not 
doing it preſently, he gave bim a kick on the breech ; Then his man 

took the Hats, and filled them wich water. . Armorer bid him ſet 
them down full qu the ground, being done, ſaid , Now {et them pat 
thaw ow therr beads, Bus the Conſtable threw the water out, and gave 
them their hats again, it being very cold weather. | 

++» Then Aer called t yongg Meiens, whom he took alſo 


had gay black firiogs or ribbons ; And having done, let them go, 80 
cauſed a Miztimus.to be made for che three men, viz, Pole 
Seay. Hiw'y reren on T bork , Ie em to the Houſe 
of Correction for ſix months, and ſemt ny: Ab to the lame place 
for three months, and Anne Ah to the Gaol! for 2 and 
in ſome day es aſter, he ſent private ly for that Mittimus, and charges 

mat the ſhould not ſeg or know of it ; and Tent another Mittimus 
for Anne Sharp to be kept a Priſoner. far twelve. Months. 

\\\ The 1594 wt, cho 1 1 called A, 1666, came . Ar- 
merer and Edw: Dolby tOr eeting, with Kanold Thornhgrr 3, Con- 
ſtable, where was A phort Paine, Anne Hut, Hannah Emerten, Clic: 

Jawa, Harg wb, Mary Kent, and Sarah Kent; and after ma- 


ay words, W. A. bid the Conſtable tie them to the Counter. 
Ono the, Friends ſaid , there ws nat the number , Five of 


age. . 4 2. i J E * 
He ſad. be wude them if chere were but one of age. iſ there 


were four children; and ſaid it was the Chanchellors Judgment. 


And being had to che Counter (the Town,Prton } after their 


ot 


. lh. ..- 
of 'Corre#iok for fix Months, Robert Paine for three months, und 
Anxe Hatt for, ſix N tothe Gaol ; and FA: T adway for 
N de age Ty fad, he would make all — that were 
under e a years, y twelve pence a pie 
„Ihe 24th bY the 7 Moth, called April , £665, Ant Cart 
an id Sarah 2 were had to the Seſfions at Newberry, in order to 
their tryal . but *. Armorey not being there, they were not called, 
Anne Curt ſpeakirg with divers of che Juſtices at a private houſe, 
-xelating | e mange of the proceedings againſt them, demanded of 
them a, Criat, being begughr fot chat end; and if the Jury did ind 
them guilty, they were willing to ſuffer ;'it not, chey ſhould clear 
them. 
And after ſome words, they bid her withdraw. 
And meeting with Juſtice Doleman in the ſtreet , who knew her, 
the related their cafe as to the other. He anſwered | He would 
to the Lo d Loveleſs, and the Juſtices, and ten theather duſineſs,and 
bring her word what 141 de done. 
and after ſome time, he came again to ber Lodging, and tolihber, 
That the King's Evidence was not ready, and therefote they could 
not have their Trial: and that the Juſtices thought it an unreaſona- 
ble thing that they ſhould be = from Seffions to Sefſions, and (till 
kept in priſon, therefore yo ou may have your librey ; "giving your 
words to appear the next Seſſions, 
To which the anſwered, We'proffered our words to appear, the 
laſt Seſljors; and it would not be taken, 
"—_ replyed, But it will now ; and that they did linen to write 
Letter to Sir . Armrey, to that purpoſe. 
do ſhe faid , If they would have us to appear, We ſha, if. well 
and at libet iy, 
So they returned to Ne, to their own Houſes. | 
But the next day . Armorer ſent the Gaolers man to fetch them 
in to priſon a The mart told W. A. That the Jaſtices had gi- 
ven them Wert till the next Seſſions. At which he ws very angry, 
and replyed, What have the Juſtices ro do with MY PRISONERS? 
— chreatned that he would lay him by the heels, if he did not fetch 
them in. 
So he ſetcht in S. Lambo; but A. Cartis was gone with her bro- 
ther toward Ir, to ſee her Relations; and at her return, _— 


to ſeize upon their Fſtates; and pfefertty Gr: Thr and they to 


the Gaol, 
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that lie was angry with the Under-keeper, ſhe went to him, telling 
him of it, viz, That ſhe beard be was angry with the Under-Gaoler 
becauſe he had not ferchther in; and that ſhe would not have any 


one have anger for what ſhe did and thought ſhe went in her own 


right, as having liberty from the Juſtices till the next Seſliots, 

W. rer anſwered, *Twas no ſuch thing, 

To which ſhe replyed, ſhe knew nothing but what he they cal! Sic 
Thomas Deleman, told her, repeating to him what he had ſaid to her 
at Newberry, 

Ihen W. A. ſaid, If ſhe would give ſecurity, the ſhould have her 
liberty ; if not, he would ſend her to her Husband, 

A. Cuw1ifreplyed, I perceive it was the reſt of the Juſtices de- 
fire, we ſhould have our liberty, but thee only oppoſeſt i. 

And he anſwered, Yes, it is I; and ſaid the Juſtices did it in op- 
poſition to him, ( and yet this man all along pretended great kind- 
neſſes ta her ſor her Fathers ſake.) | 

' Mueh more was ſpoken; too much here to mention. 

And a ſe da yes aſtet be ſent R The ater ry, Conſtable, with 
s Warrant, to apprehend her, but not being ut home, miſt her ar 
that time. ee e | 

The 1 9th of the 4th month, called dent, 1656, John withram the 
Under-Sherif of the County , with one Thomas Roſſe the Duke of 
Moeokmonth's Tutor, came to the Gaol, and called for The: Curtis 
and Gro: Lamboll, and told them they had a Warrant ſrom the King 


went into their Chambers, and ſemed on. all their Books, Papers and 
Writings, and on 130 l. in money of The: C wrts's, {there was more 
money laſt in his room, irwas judged about fourteen pound, But 
they fad they bad it not) and when chey came down again, they 
locked them out of their rooms, 4nd went to the Houſe of Them as 
Curtis, ard looked over his Cood, and ſeized on it; and then weit 
to the Houſe of Ges: Lane and did the like there, and reok anTh. 


- ventory of all chey could find; but did not remove the Goods, for 


they promiſed to be accountable for them | 
The fame day W. X ſent Edward Lawrence, Conſtable, with a 
Warretit to apprehend 4, Curtis, and had her preſently away to 


And 
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Anck ſome time aſter, he ſent to the G. for . and bein 
come to him, he told her, That the Gentlemen who were concerne 
in her Husbands Eſtate, deſired me to ſet you at liberty; and here 
is your diſcharge, giving it into her hand. A true Copy whereof, 
herein after followeth. : l 


— ——ů— — T — —— — — — 1 


Burgus de Reading in Com. Ber. 


To the Keeper of His Majeſty's Gaol for the Gid | 
Burrough, and to his Deputy and Deputies 
there, Greeting 


Heſe ars in the Name of the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty , to 

1 charge and command you * fight hereof 197 at 

liberty and; free the body of Anne Curtis, wife of Thomas Curtis, of 

this Burrongh, Woolen-Draper, out of your cuſtody, and from her Im- 

Priſenment. Dated under my hand and ſtal the 224 day of Auguli, Anno 

Dom, 1666. 4 | yy 
| . Ar morer, 


* 


on * 22 — — 
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The ꝛth day of the fifth Month called J»ly, ( 66) came FF. 
Armorer and Edward Dalby to the Meeting again, and looking into 
the Meeting, left his man at the door, and went into the Houſe, and 
Searched from Room to Room and under the Beds, pretending 

that ſame were gone out ofthe Meeting, and found onely four of 
age, ſent two of chem to the Gaol and the two other, viz. eb 
Fb and Hanah K cut, he ſent to the Houſe of Correction, 7. P. for 
three Months, and Hanh Rent for ſis. Months, and demand ed pf 
Zyaia He ſunt, Mary Kent and Sarah Kent, Twelve pence a piece, 
for not being at his Church that day; they being under age, for not 
paying of which, he ſent them to the Cad!, where they have been 
priſoners above twelve Months, and another Child, Eliz: whithart 
, being taken with them at the ſame Meeting, having but one Arm, 


a Neigh- - 


. 
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aNeighbour having told him that her Father was dead, and that it 
was judged the cauſe of his death, was his being kept long in Priſon, 
thr („ Armorer ) his means, in the extream cold weather, 
it laſt he let her go. nil 

The 19th of the 6th Month called Aug ( 66) Anne Hut 
{ who was committed for (ix Months, onely for being at a Meeting, 
to wait upon, and Worſhip the Lord in Spirit and in Truth, bein 
kept in, in the heat of Summer in the Gaol, where * Armorer ha 
thronged up ſo many together, and cauſed to be kept in ſo cloſe, 
that be could not endure to hear of one abroad) dyed in the pri- 
ſon, and finiſhed her Teſtimony for the Lord and his Truth, being 
found faithful in her day, in which ſhe walxed in Gravity, Sobrie- 
ty, and the fear ofthe Lord, whoſe end is bleſſed among the holy 
Martyrsfor evermore. 

The 13th of the 11th Month called January, 1656, The Seſſions 
began at K/ading, and the next day being the 16th day, 7oſeph Phipps 
and $4rah Lambol were called to the Barr; But the Jury being 
gone out upon the Tryal of a Friend that was committed on another 
account, brougbt him in not guilty ; which thing not pleaſing the 
priſoners adverfaries, Fofeph Phipps was put by to be tryed by ano- 
ther Jury; and accordingly in the afternoon when he was to come 
to his Tryal (which was upon the third Acrount for Meeting) . 
Armorer called to the Bai'iffs, ſaying, go. out and pick a Jury, there 
are honeſt men enough in the Town you, know. The: Ska the 
Baliiff anſwered, yes Sir ni, Vie fit you; upon which te went 
forth, and warning one Cher/cs Belwood, formerly . Armorers, 
Man, he ſeemed very unwilling to come, which hen. A. — . 
food, ſent for him again the ſecond time, chreatning to fine him if 
he did not come (it may be, believing he would be a man fit for his 
Purpoſe, for he hardly ever failed in any Jury, to bring in a Quer 
ny. ) So a Jury being called, one of the priſoners Sarah Lamboll 
wife of George Lamboll, who is one of the Premumred perſons ) 
was called to the Barr, and they tendered the Oath of Allegiance 
to her again, and ſent her back to the Gaol, 

Then 7oeph Phipps was called to the Barr, and his Indictment 
was read, to which he had pleaced not guilty the Seſſions before at 
Newberry : So he pleaded that there were not the number of five 
that was of age when he was taken at the Meeting. EAN Do'by a 
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cakeable? | 

Judge, yes, they do make up the number, being perſons,though 
we cannot puniſh them by that Law; but we have another Law, by 
— — we can fine them Twelve pence a piece for not going to 
Church. | | 

Ay, ſays . Armo er, there are the three Girls (Lydia Herſent, 
AM. Kent and Sarah Kent ) 1 ſent to priſon for not paying their 
Twelve pence a piece, and there they ſhall lye till they pay it; o- 


ther words were ſpoken to the ſame purpoſe, and fo the Jury went 


forth, the Judg very much inſenſiing the Jury againſt the Priſoner, 
that they might bring him in guiley. And . Armorer ſent the Clerk 

with them with the Act and Indictment, to inform the Jury: and af- 
ter ſome time, the Court ſent to know ' whether they were agreed ? 
anſwer was returned, no: So #. Armorer ſent Rich: Grover his 
Clerk, who returned, ſaying, they are not agreed, and I think never: 
will, And after alittle ſpace, they ſent for the Jury, and asked if 
they were agreed? they anſwered no, the Court asked why? they 
anſwered;they were not ſatisfied as to the number) ei perſons, that 
were at the Meetings, and that there was nothing proved as to mat- 

ter of exerciſe, and if there were the number, there was nothing 

proved what they did there: The Judg then called to R. Grover, 

who was the witneſs againſt the Priſoner, to know what he ſaid, 
ho anſwered, That the Prifoner confeſſed that they were there to 
ſeek the Lord, Upon which the Judg doubled che words over again, 
ſiying. look you there, he ſaid; they were there to ſeek the Lord: 

The Priſoner replyed, ſaying, is ita crime worthy of Baniſhment to 

ſeek the Lord? | | 

The Judge Ew: Dolby, ſaid yes, (by which the Readar may per: 
ceive what lodges in theſe mens hearts who would be called Chriſti- 
an Magiſtrates, ) e 1 ; 

Oh unheard of Cruelty ! letthe very Turks and Heathen be a- 
ſtoniſhed to hear of theſe things ! and let the names of ſuch be bu- 
ryed in Infamy for ever, and let their memorial rot, who account 
a crime worthy of baniſhment or death, to confeſs the ſeeking of 
* 


ſate Judg, replyed, that was no matter, though there were but one 
of the age of ſixteen years, yet if there were five at the Meeting, 
he would ſend that one to priſon as a breaker of the Law: Ihe Pri- 
ſoner replyed, how can they make up the number, if they are not 


* fa &@ 
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God. Well, but not to digreſs, though it be hard to go over 
theſe things without continual admiration ; but that we deſire not 
m be larger then a bare Relation of their unreaſonable proceedings, 
leaving it to the ingenuous Readers underſtanding for amplifi- 
cations, 

So then, V. Armorer ſpoke ſomething to the Jury, and that he 

could never find our Friends in any exerciſe, &c. 

Upon which one of the Jury-men replyed, That he looked on it 
a5an unequal thing that be ſhould be Witneſs ard Judg too. 

At which . Armorer began to be angry, and demanded what the 
Jury-man was, and would ſee his face, and bid him pull his Hat from 
his Noſe, and asked whether he did go to Church, and whether he 
wasnot one of them ? 

Who anſwered, No, he was none of them, nor never was at any 

- of their Meetings; and that he did go to Church, 

So the Jury being called over by their Names, the Court bid them 
divide, thoſe that would find the Priſoner guilty , from thoſe that 
could not, which were fix of each. ZEL 

Upon which . Armorer began to threaten thoſe that could not 
find the Priſoner guilty, and would have had them fihed, 

The Judg ſaid, No, let thems go rogether again, and it may be they 
may be better ſatisfied, 
So the jury went out the ſecond time, and after ſome time 
Court ſent out to know whether they were agreed. 

Anſwer was returned, No. 1 

But the Court ſent in again, threatning the Jury that they would 
adjourn, and then would not accept of any private Verdict, but they 
Mould be kept there all night witflout fire or candle. 

Which accordingly after a limſe ſpace was done, and the Court 
broke ap, and ordet᷑ uus given that none ſhould come at the Jury, 
and that they ſhould not have fire nor candle, ec. 101 

The jury being kept all night, and the Court being fate the next 
morning, they ſent to the Jury to know if they were agreed. 

Who returned anſwer, No. 

But aſter ſomè xime, two of the Jury- men began to yeeld, it is 

- judged rathet through fear and wearineſs, then being ſatisfied in 

their judgments. And ſome ef them cryed, A vbrdict, x verdict; and 

fo they came in. 21 1 p 
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And the Court asked if they were agreed? 
One of them anſwered, He was not ſatisfied. 
W. Armorer replyed , Tow. ſhall be __ and the Fore-man 
ſaying Guilty, they took no farther notice, though four of them were 
at 


not ſatisfied, but in haſt calling the Priſoner to the Barr, the Judg, 

Edw: Dy, paſt ſentence on him, That he ſhould be tranſported to 

ſome of His Majeſties Plantations, there to remain ſeven tarts. <0 was 

returned back to the Gaol. The Priſoner ſeeing of them reſoly. 

ed to do their work, ſaid little to them; but ſome ſhort time after, 
ent a Letter to Edw: Dolby ,, a Copy whereof here tolloweth, 


— — — 


Reading-G aol the 23d of the 11th Month, 1666, 


Ft ice Dolby, 


Oral thou ſateſt as Judg of the Seſſions the laſt week, and ga. 


veſt ſentence of Baniſhment againſt me, and being not permit. 
ted to fpeakthen for my ſelf in the Court, but threatned to be gag. 
ed, though my life was concerned; I now ſend this unto hee, - 4 
Fring thy ſer.ous conſideration hereof: And what hath been done 
againſt me, and how unjuſtly I have been proceeded againit from 
firſt to laſt, till ſentence of Exilement from my Native Countrey be 
paſt, I leave to the witneſs of God in thy own Conſcience , which 
can bring thy actions to thy remembrance, and will ſpeak che truth 
of all things as they are: To which I do refer hee tor a more par- 
ticular account of all things that have patt; and wich which I leave 
my cauſe to be pleaded even in thy own conſcience, berween the 
Lord and thee, only hereby I give a hint of ſome things, &c. 
Thou mayeſt remember, that when . A morer and thy ſelf 
came to the houſe of Thomas C wrt, I was there with two perſons 
more above the age of fixteen years, beſides A, Curtis, and ſome 
children, who are not to be accounted as perſons to make up the 
number five : And it appears by the AR, that four may meet, and 
alſo W. A. and ſeveral others of the Kings Juſtices, have told us that 
four may meet, and they would not meddle wich us; and it is ridi- 
culons to think that children of twelve or fourteen years of age os 
plot 
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plot or contrive inſurrections; for againſt ſuch perſons as do ſo 
contrive inſurrections, and plot againſt the Government, the Act was 
intended, accerding to the Preamble of it, &c, And beſides , if 
ſuch childrens being there, do make up the number , how is it that 
you puniſh not the children by that Law ? And if the children are 
not under the breach of that Law, how can three perſons break it, 
there being no more there? I leave to thy conſideration. And the 
Witneſs did only ſay we were there to ſeek the Lord, ¶ or that we 
faid ſo ) now l ove the Act will not (ſimply in it felf) take hold of 
ſuch as meet together to ſeek the Lord, for that is according to the 
Liturgy of the Church of Z»g/and, which ſaith , That in all places, 
aud at all times, men onght to perform holy duty to Cod; and no other 
could be proved againſt me, but that we ſaid we were there to ſeek 
the Lord; and is it not a ſad thing that men ſhould ſo far loſe their 
reaſon and moderation, and deny Chriſtianity, as to baniſh people 
for meeting together to ſeek the Lord, and to perform holy duty to 
him, when nothing elſe can be proved, except they will make ita 
crime worthy of Baniſhment and Death, to be at the Houſe of Tho: 
Curtis, which no Law doth ; for no man can prove, nor ever ſhall 
find, that we meet to contrive Inſurrections, or plot againſt the Go- 
vernment ; and the God of Heaven knows, (who knows the intents 
of the hearts of all men) that we never ſo much as thought, much 
leſs intended any ſuch thing; and thy own conſcience may tell thee 
the ſame. And this not being proved, how can any impartial Jury 
find us guilty of the breach of this Act, and bring us in guilty of 
Baniſhment, (and Death if we return) when nothing can be pro- 
ved but that we were at ſuch a place, and ſaid we were ſeeking the 
Lord? For nothing elſe did ever appear: And yet no:wichſtanding 
the Jury muſt go on right or wrong, or elſe be threatned'with fines, 
&c. in caſe they bring in not guil:y,when they are upon their oaths, 
and ought to go according to ihe Evidence, and not to put their con- 
ſciences to the vote, and to give away the Liberties, Lives , Rights 
and Priviledges of free-born Engliſhmen , and to oppreſs and de- 
ſtroy the Kings Subjects, by violating his Laws, and turning of them 
to a wrong end, as in this caſe. This Act was made againſt ſuch as 
do at their Meetings contrive inſurrections, c. and not againſt 
ſuch as do meet really to ſeek the Lord, as appears by the Pream- 


ble of it: Therefore ſuch as do puniſh people for ſeeking the 
K 2 Lord, 
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Lord, do go quite contrary to the Act, and turns it to # wrong 
end, and are no true Friends to the King m fo doing, though 
they pretend Law, and t at according to Law, when in- 
deed their own wills and malicious minds, leads them contrary to 
Laws; and how contrary it was to the Conſciences of ſome of the 
Jury- man, thou m'ghrelt ſee, who were not ſatisfied , no nor it is 
believed, and credibly reported ) are not to this day, but is a load 
upon their Conſciences, and may well be, in that they geve away 
their power, and indeed che power of the Law , being over-awed 
by high words; for they ought to have been ſat sſied in their own 
Conſciences, and not to have looked at the difpleaſure of any man, 
being ſworn well and truly to try, &c. which I doubt not but thou 
very well knoweſt, if thou hadſt but done accordingly ; and whe- 
ther theſe things be according to Reaſon and Equity, upon which 
the ancient Laws are ſaid to be grounded, I ſay, I ſhall leave to the 
Witneſs of God in thy Conſcience , which anſwers the righteous 
Law, and which will deal truly and plainly with thee, and will either 
condemn or juſtiſie thee in the day of Account. For Friend know this, 
and mind alſo in ſecret , That an account to God the Judg of quick 
and dead, muſt be given by thee , and all men upon the earth, and 
aſſuredly he doth behold and mark thy actions, and they are record. 
ed in a Book of remembrance, which ſhall be accounted for; and 
though thou maiſt hide thy ſelf as from man, yet thou canſt not 
hide thy ſelf from him who is the ſearcher of all hearts, and the 
tryer of all reins, who will proceed in judgment according to Ju- 
ſtice and Equity, by the impartial Evidence of his Witneſs, the Light 
of Jeſus Chriſt in thy Conſcience, which will bring all thy ways and 
doings to remembrance, and lay thee open and naked before the 
Lord God. And Friend, to receive the ſentence of condemnation, 
and to be baniſhed for ever from his preſence will be a very ſad ſen- 
tence, and far worſe then to be baniſhed from the Land of ones Na. 
tivity, into a — and Foreign Countrey, for the exerciſe of ones 
Conſcience towards God, in meeting to ſeek and wait upon him,and 
to have and enjoy his preſence with one; yet ſuch as do ſo baniſh, 
do very badly in ſo 4 , and which God will undoubtedly call 
them to a ſtrict account for. And in this is my comfort, that though 
thou haſt ſentenced me to Baniſhmenr, yet thou canſt not baniſh me 
from: the Lords preſence, nor deprive me of the peace of conſci- 
ence, 
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ence, which is received througk Faith, and living-obedience to the 
will and requirings of God, and becauſe it is not . for eviſ- doing, for 
curſing, ſwearing , drunkengeſs, blaſpheming che Name of God, 
hurting or wronging any man in this place in which I was born and 
brought up, &c, bur only becauſe I was met with two or three 
more to ſeek God, Oh 1! may you not be aſhamed to profeſs the 
Name of God and Chritt, a 1 baniſh thoſe that meet in his Name ? 
and profeſs Chriſtianity, and yet baniſh it out of your coaſts, And. 
if Chriſt were now here among you, as he was among the cruel 

Jews, would you not baniſh him if he met with his Diſciples ? who 
met upon Mountains by the Sea-ſide, and other places, ſeparate from 
the Jews and Heathens Synagogues and Temples, which he and his 
Apoſtles gathered people from, to worſhip God in the ſpirit and 

truth, and brought them to know: their bodies to be che Temple of 
the Holy Ghoſt. I ſay, if he were here now, and did meet, would 

you not baniſh him, as you do his followers ? And in as much as 

you doit unto them, you do it unto him, againſt whom ye are ſtri- 

ving, who will be too hard for you; for never did any ſtrive againſt 

the Lord and proſper, 

And that thou ſhouldſt be found in this work beyond moſt in the 
Nation, will be no credit to thee; and truly this action has far out- 
ſtript the cruel Jews, who though their Law allowed forty ſtripes, 
yet would the Executioners give but chirty nine, becauſe they would 
not deal with perſons-co the rigor of che Law, which you have cru- 
elly gone beyond, and exceeded upon me. And as the Lord God 
d mark thy actions, ſo will men alſo mark thee, and take notice 
of thy doings. | 
* Wherefore it would be well to conſider and repent of what thou 
haſt done, and not raſhly to run (nor to be led) on in this work of 
pefſecuting of innocent people for the exerciſe of their render con- 
ſcienees towards God, conſidering che reward that hath ateened 
Perſecutors in all ages, and how their Names have been a reproach 
and a ſtink in after · generations; and will not ſuch nuch more ſtink, 
that ſentence people to Baniſhment for ſeeking che Lord, and aus I- 
rons upon them, and then link two of us together in Irons, 25 H we. 
were ſuch intollerable offenders, as were not worthy ro Jive, For 
as ſoon (almoft) as I came in, Irons were clapt on me, and chen link» 
ed to Chriſtopher C kreſeman, who had Irons aiſo , but through 2 

ice 
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again, and only the Locks remains on our Legs , which I doubt not 
but thou mighteſt cauſe to be taken off, if thou wouldit : However 
Lam well contented, knowing I have not deferved this cruel uſage at 
the Gaolers hands, nor at thine , but this cruelty and the bitterneſs 
of Envy, is hereby in ſome meaſure made manifeſt. 

But I ſhall forbear to lay open the Gaolers cruelty, it being not 
pertinent to my preſent buſineſs, and rather deſire thou mayeſt con- 
ſider of the things before mentioned, ſo as to amend thy ways and 
doings, whereby thou mayeſt free thy ſelf from that guilt, which 
no man can acquit thee of, which thou wilt attract by theſe unneigh- 
bour.like , unchriſtian-like, yea, and I may ſay, unlaw-like Pro. 
ceedings, 

I remain a lover of thy ſoul, a witneſs againſt injuſtice and un. 
righteouſneſs, in the long- ſuffering ſpirit of Jeſus, - for whoſe ſake 
thou haſt given ſentence of BANISHMENT againſt me from the 
Land of my Nativity, who have learned to do good to them that 
hate and perſecute me, who am called 

Poſeph Phipps. 
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The 27th of the 11th Month called January, 1666, . Armorer 
eame early to the Meeting again ; and there being but four young 
Maidens, viz. Hannah Kent, Sarah Binfield, Eliæ: Whiteheart, a 
Anne her Siſter : He ſaid, Here is a goodly company: and commanded 
one of his men to fetch ſome water: His man went to Dan: Sea- 
mers; and borrowed a Bucket and a naſty Bowl-diſh, and having 
brought the Bucket of water into the Meeting.room , . Armorer 
took the Bowl-diſh, and filling it with the water, threw it with great 
violence in the Maidens faces, — the diſh many times ſo faſt one 
after another, that with the violent throwing in theis faces, and the 
coldneſs of the water, one of the Maidens was like to loſe her 
breath, and ſate down, being wet in ſuch a cruel inhumane manner, 
that it run down their necks, and wet them very much, ſo that they 
were fain to go bome and change their clothes, it being in the Win- 
ter time, And having turned them out of the Meeting- room, he 
went his ways, Pe 

n 


ſtice Armorers means (as I am informed) the Irons were taken off 
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And how unlike a Juſtice this was, let the Reader judg, but more 
like a rude ſavage creature, indeed hardly like a man , and yet this 
is the man that rules as King in the Town of Reading, that doth what 
he will without controle, Well, again 

The 17th of the firſt Month called Afarch, 1667, . Armerer and 
Tho. Conti. Mayor, came to the Meeting, and took Henry Adams, 
Sarah Binfield, Eliz: Whitebeart, Mary Webb, and Eliz: Tudway the 
younger, and ſent them all to the Houſe of Correction, though 
there were but four of the age of ſixteen years, H, Adams on the 
third account, Eliz: Whitcheart and Mary Webb for fix Morths, S. 
Bisfield for three Months, and Eliz: Twdway , being not fourteen 
years 1 age, till ſhe paid Twelve pence for not being at his 
Church, 

A day or two after, a Neighbour of Eliz: T#dways (the woman 
having a love to the child ) went to w.Armorer, and offered to pay 
the twelve pence ;, notwithſtanding *. Armorer refuſed, and told 
ber, That except ſhe would pay twelve pence more, ſhe ſhould 
not be diſcharged, though ſhe was committed but for one twelve 

nce, 

* the woman tefuſing to pay the other twelve pence to his 
Clerk, Richard Grover, the child remains in priſon to this day, her 
Father and Mother being both Priſoners alſo at the County-Gaol, 
having chree ſmall ch Idren beſides. 

And havirg ſent the tive above named to priſon, they (. Armo- 
rer and Tho: Coats) went into the houſe of Tho: Cacti, and going 
ep ſtairs,wentinto A. Cx ti her Chamber, whe: e ſhe was not be 
very well. . - rmorer proteſted he would ſend her to Gaol becauſe 
the Meeting was cont nuec at the houſe ; but if ſhe would ſhut wp 
— doors, and ſuffer no mot e Meetings, ſhe ſhould have ber Li- 

rty. 

A. Curt replyed , the houſe was her Husbands, aad he might do 
what he would with it; and bid them judg whether they themſelves 
would look on it as an equal thing for their Wives to contradict 
their ſervants in wh at they did require them to do, | 

And after ſome other diſcourſe of this and other things, being 
going away, *. Armo er bid A. C. make her ready, proteſti g he 
would fend her to Gaol : And accordingly ſent up the C onltable, 
Jo: Stretch, to her Chamber, to have her to the Gaol, ſaying, That 
Sir 
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Fir iam hid ſent hm. To whom ſhe anſwered , © That ſire was 
not then in a capacity to go. So the Conftable civilly went away, 


B © 


But the next day W. A ſent him again, being very angry, and * 
threatned if he did not carry her to Gaol, he would lay him by — 
the heels. 

So the Conſtable came to her again, having a Warrant authorizing the 
him to take the body of A. Curtis, and have her to the Gaol , to 4 
be kept upon her former Commitment, from which ſhe was “ 
freed , as appears by the diſcharge under his own hand before men- his 
tioned, of which the Reader may take notice, So ſhe was had to 
the Gaol, where ſhe now remains, + 

The 16th of the ſecond Month, called April, 1667 , the Seſſions 7 
was holden at Newberry for the County; to which place Hen'y A. wh 
dams was had, being committed on the third account for meeting. p 
And heing called to the Barr, an Indictment was read againſt him chi 
for being at an unlawſul Seditious Meeting. &c. — 

To which he pleaded Not guilty of any Seditious Meeting, or — 
plotting, or contriving Inſurrections, &c. 

So the Court asked the Priſoner if he would give bond to appear = 
the next Seſlions, 1 

He anſwered, He was a ſtranger in that place; but if they 400 
would take his word to appear. he would promiſe to appear, this 

But being not accepted, the Gaoler took him away, and had him 
back again to the Gaol, * 

The Priſoner being returned, his Father, Henry Adams, living þ ſha 
the Town, and hearing that the Court had offered him liberty cil this 
the next Seſlions, upon bond of appearance, went himſelf to Ar- l 
morer, and offered to be bound for his Sons appEarance, Jet not- 
withſtanding it had been proffered, W. A. would not take it, but Ne 
began to rail againft the eren and telling ſuch ſtor.es concern- 
ng — Sc. which are incredible to any man of unde r- Mo 
tanding. | 

The 555 of the 4th Month, called une, ---67, W. A, came again and 
to the Meeting, and pull'd out the Friends there met, and ſo let them Key 
go; which was not uſual to let any go out of his hands after he had " 
taken them, 3 0 

And the 14th of the 5th Month, called Z«ly, --67, W. A. his - 
man came to the Meeting, and having looked in, went out at the | 


door, 


Bar,and anlndictment being read againſt them for being at anunlaw- 
G L 


(71) 
and pulled the door after him; it being a Spring- lock, catcht 
wy ſve bunſelf out wh, | ae 
Soon after came . Armorer, and finding the door ſhot , ſent for 
aSledg to break it open; but one of the Friends perceiving that he 
would break open the door, went and opened it, ſaying , 7 de open 
the door, that that t hon mayeſt ſce eur innoc ney, that we ave not plottin 
againſt the Government; for if we Were (as he has often accuſed — 
we would not bave opened the door, 
He replyed, If you had not, 1 would have broken it open, though 
his own man lockt it. 8 
Daniel Seamer (one of the Neighbours) coming into the Meet- 
ing room with them, ſaid, Sir M illiam, I hope the next Rejencisg-day, 
all theſe forms and ſtools ſhall be breught out to help make a Bonfire, 10 
which . Armorer willingly aſſented. | 
80 R. Grover bis Clerk toah the Names of nine, viz. Rich: Hut- 
thin, John Litleworth; anne Sharp, Eliz: Txdway, Hary Coale, Han- 
mh Kent, Martha C herſeman, Francs Greenaway, and Eliz: Booth; 
and being had to his houſe, where was alſo Edw: Dolly, they com- 
mitted five to the Houſe of Correction for three Months, Mart ba 
Cheeſeman being one, whoſe Husband is a Priſoner at the Gaol; by 
which be ſhews his deſtruRive ſpirit to humane ſociety, And in ſome 
diſcourſe Elie: Tadway, one of the Priſoners, telling . A. chat theſe 
things muſt be accounted for one day: Heanſwered, Aye, you ſha#t 
ſee at the Day of 7 ndgment, whoſe arſe will be blackeſt , yours or mine, 
And ſuch like communication he has many times , which is almoſt a 
ſhame for Civility te mention, but that people may ſee what a man 
this is to make a Juſtice. | 
And going to another, Eliæ: Booth, ſtripped up her ſleeve , - ask- 
ing her if ſhe had any black ſtrings about her arm: She anſwered, 
No, ſhe was no papifl But (ſaid he) you are bewitched. 
So a Mittimus being made, they ſent Mary Coale to Gaol for fix 


# 


Months, (her Husband Leo: Coafe, being there a Premunired-perſon, 
and two of his Brothers) and A, Sharp, Eliz: Tudway, and Hannah 


Kent, to the Gaol on the third account. 

And the icth of the ſame Month, the Seſſions was holden at A- 
ling den, to which place H. Adams, A Sharp, E. Txdway and H. Kent 
were had; and the ſame day the three women were called to the 


ful 
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ful Meeting, & c; they pleaded Not puilty. Sothe Court told them 
That if they would give Security for their appearance the next Sef. 
fions, they might have their liberty Upon which a Neighbour of E. 
T udway's, Thi: Starr, proffered to be bound for her, And another 
min ſtanding by, ſaid he would be bound for her, though he never 
law her face before, But the Clerk of the Seffions, Gro: Champion, 
hearing that, ſaid, They might do that at Reading , and they would 
leave it to Sir W. A. and Juſtice Dolby : So they were taken from 
the Ba-r, and after they came to Reading, there was a very ſufficient 
man of the Town, 7o: Kent, went to W. A.-and proffered to be 
bound for his daughter Hammah her appearante the next Se ſtons, but 
he would not take it. 

Then HF. Adams was called to the Barr, and W. A. and the Juſti. 
ces called for a Jury, picking ſuch and ſuch men; — cacm, the 
Judg, Tho: Holt, ſaying, Put down ſuch a man, he is an honeſt man, 
The Jury being fworn well and truly to try, &c. the Indictment 
was read, to which the Priſoner had pleaded Not puilry the Seftion 
before at Newberry. So now he defired that Witneſs might be pro. 
duced to prove what the Fat was, or the evil be had done; and if be 
had done any evil, was wiſlingto fuffer accordingly, But no witneh 
appearing to prove any thing that he had done, neither that he ws 
at an; Meeting, the JuCg called for the Records; upon which the 
Clerk made diligent ſcatth, and ſent his man out of the Court to 
ſook after them, and Lis nan returned with great Rolls of Paper 
under his Arms, but could not fird: che Records. Then the Judg 
food up, fayi-g, If you bave loft ht eri ds for th: firſt and ſecond of 

ence, we can''r priecerd, but this m i thefirſt offence. Upon which 

A. ſtood up in greit fury, ſayin he would take his Oarh that che 
Records were tre, coogh th-y were foſt, So they gave him che 
Book, and he k:flcd it, and fate do again on the Bench as one of the 
Priſoners Judges. 

» Then the Judpg Tho: Hott tutned his tale again, like himſelf, and 
many others ſuch as he is, who can turn ſometimes one way, and ſom- 

times another, ſaid, Toa Ccntiemen of the Furry, you ſee here & Sir W. 
A. hatht:{-» :;: Harb, (having only taken the Book in his hand, and 
kiſſed it)7 ht theRererds are true, though they are loft,and you may cor 
clude there was a firſt andſecond offence, beforet here can be a third(though 
there was no witneſs to prove a third offence, but becauſe W.A. bx 
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kiſſed the Book, and ſaid the Records were true, though they were 
loſt, for the firſt and ſecond, therefore they would conclude too, 
chat · this was the third) and ſaid the Judg , Tow cannot but find kim 


ty. 
the Jury went forth, and ina little time returned, and their 
Verdi& was, Not guilty. 
Then the Judg Rood up, ſaying, How ſo ? hath vet Sir W. Armo- 
ter ſworn that the Records ave true?” 

And after che Jury had given ſome reaſons why they could not 
find him guilty, they went forth the ſecond time, and a Bailif was 
fworn to lock them np, and that none ſhould come at them. Yet not- 
withſtanding, ſoon after they were gone out, W. A. weat off the 
ſh. ¶ Bench to the Jury, and threatned them, as ſome of chemſelves did 
the Y fince confeſs ; and a little after W. A. return to the Court, the Ju- 
an, | yy came in, and the Fore-man ſaid the Priſoner was found guilty - 
ent ut ſome of the Jury not being ſatisſied. would not come into the 
om Court, for they did not agree to the Verdict; and one of them ſaid 
ro. be never would agree to it: And being in a confuſion, being much 
fhe Y threatned, they would not appear; but the Court being in a hurry, 
zen and angry, the Judg ſaid they ſhould be fined if they did not come 
ws | in: Upon which (being over-awed by high words and chreatnings) 
the Y they came in; and being called over, they called the Priſoner to the 
to Barr, and asked him what he had to ſay for himſelf? The Priſoner 
per ſaid, Fas there not a Bailif ſworn that none ſhould come at the Jury bur 
dg they bonld be locked up, Fc. and which of you have made this man for- 

ö [wear himſelf ? was it not thee ? pointing to W. A. At which they 
ih laughed, ſaying it was by the leave of the Court, The Priſoner re- 
che Y plyed, wel, I ſee you have a cunn ing way to ſwear, and your wills ave 
the Y your Law; and*tis to littl: purpoſe What I ſay to you , for you are de- 
the termined what to do; and if 1 muſt be a ſufferer for well-dring, the will 

of! the Lora be done. (For nothing of evil could be proved, no nat fo 
and much as the third offence, nticher Records for the firſt and ſecond, 
ö is ſaid.) 
W. Much more was ſpoken, but this in ſhort was the ſubſtance. 
and So the Gaoler took him away, but no ſentence was given againſt 
bim, and ſo he was returned to the Gaol where he now remains. And 
havirg fince asked the Gaofer what order he had from the Court 
concerning him, telling him chat he bad no ſentence, and yet re- 

L 2 mained 
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mained in Priſon,” , Ihe. Caoler anſwered, ' Hufry, thet art for "Trans 
ſpertation, they have done it ſince among themſel pes. 7 4 N 
Now whether theſe things be accord ng to the Law, according to 
which theſe men pretend they proceed, let all that ha ve any know- 
ledg therein judg but we are ſure it is not according to Reaſon and 
Equity, upon which the Laws ought to be grounded: And if theſe 
proceedings be not according toLaw, how can theſe men bring honor 
to the King and his Government, by theſe things? Let the wiſe in 
heart judg ; and the Lord give men underſtanding and hearts to 
look into theſe things, leſt the pretence of Law and Legal Proceed. 
ings, become a vnare and a Ginne unto the Innocent and Righ- 
tens, | RICE | 
And this is as ſhort Account of the Proceedings of * Armorer, 
as we could draw up, to keep the ſubſtance, Many circumliances we 
have omitted, for we defire not to wade in ſuch things, but rather to 
ſpeak the leaſt of things, then to go one jot beyond. But much 
more we could ſay; and theſe things our very Adverſaries them. 
ſelves may remember, if they will but call to mind their actions. And 
though the ſaid . Ar-morer bath dealt thus hardly with us, to throw 
us into priſon heaps upon heaps, we may ſay, yet his enmity againſt 
us is farther made manifeſt, in that he hath many times charged the 
Gaoler not to ſuffer one of us to go over the threſhold, but to keep 
us in very cloſe, both in the extream heat of dummer, when many 
thouſands have dyed through Infectious and Peſtilential Diſeaſes, 
and ſeveral in this Town, even then have we been thronged toge- 
ther, as if it were on purpoſe to deſtroy us: And alſo in the very 
cold Winters, three of wich we have patiently endured, and now 
almoſt four Summers , and if any ſhould ask the reaſon, wby the 
fore- going Relation may anſwer for us, which will tell them, * Tis 
for ſeeking the Lord, tor waiting upon him, for worſhipping him, 
for making conſcien ce of our wayes, and becauſe we cannot tranſ- 
greſs his righteous |.aw and Commandment, who ſaith, Swear not at 
all , and no: tor any evil-doing : For if out adverſaries t emſelves 
had any evil to lay to our charge. no doubt they would publiſh it to 
the w/9lc world. and we defire they may. And yet though we have 
bee as hardly uſed, yet bleſſed be the Lord we are yet alive, 
though vur hcaich may be much impaired, or ſome of us at leaſt;and 
but one hath dyed in priſon, and one not long after he was * 
whic 
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which was judged bis Impriſonment might be a great cauſe of, being 
kept in, in very cold weather, and taking great cold; and when we 
have been ſick, and have deſired to go out to take things neceſſary, . 
which could not well be done in the priſon, where ſo many Priſon- 
ers are, it has been denyed, and we muſt not be ſuffered, though our 
lives ſometimes have been concerned, except we would give ſuch 
Bonds and Engagements, which it is not unlikely but he himſeſf knew 
we could not for C onſcience-ſake do, and only to be at a houſe in 
the lame Town, And . Gurt being not well a little time ſince, the 
Gaoler ſent to him to know if ſhe might go home to her houſe, it 
being extream hot weather, and having but little room in the Gaol, 
be would not permit her: And a Friend being with him afterward, 
and telling him how they were thronged up together, and how ex- 
tream hot it was in the Gaol,the Gaoler being preſent, ſaid Sir Wil. 
liam will let any of you out, giving ſecurit 7. He anſwered, No, Mrs. 
Curtis ſhould not if ſhe would give ſecurity, but ſhould l, e there till ſhe 
rot. 
Andalſo Chriſtopher Cheeſeman, another of the Priſoners, being 
very ſick, almo' unto death, his wife went ro #7. A. with a Letier, to 
deſire liberty for him to go to his own houſe, being almoſt over a- 
ainſt the Gaol, to take things neceſſary for the recovery of his 
ealch, being kept ina cold Garret among many Priſoners , in the 
cold Winter- time; but n A. not only refuſed to grant the womans 


reaſonable deſire , but refuſed to rake the Letter alſo, ſaying he 


ſhould lye there till he rot, before he would do it. 

So that he doth not only throng them up in Priſons, but makes 
himſelf as aoler alſo; ſo that though the Gaoler know his Pri- 
ſoners, and can truſt them, as being true and faithful to their words; 
yet he muſt not let a Priſoner ſtir over the threſhold , for fear of 
diſpleaſing vir william : Which dealing can hardly be parallel'd in 
En land, that Juſtices ſhould be ſeekers after men without any 
complaint, Accuſers, Judges and Gaolers, &c. 


And now it may not be amiſs to give a ſhort Relation of the pro. 


ceedings of Hum ph ey Hide, a Juuice fo called,n the ſame - ounty, 


again!! fome of our Friends, being his Neighbours and Tenanis, it 
being one in quality with /. Armorer's, though not in quantiry, 


William 
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- wile» one, Jobs Langly, Mary Slade Widow, and Richard 
Slade her Son, being ſummoned to appear at «Abingdon at the gene- 
ral Quarter · Seſſions, holden the 14th day of the 5th Month called 
Jaly, 165; : At which place according'y ( having done no man 
wrang) they did appear, and being called to the Barr, and called 
by Name, an lndictment was read again them for not being at their 
Church in four Months before; and the Court asked them if they 
would conform and come to Church, or no ? The Friends anſwer- 
ed, They could not come to their Church, becauſe che had never 
enjoyed the »reſence of God there, ard that was the cauſe of heir 
abſenting. Upon which the Cart prefently began to proceed with. 
out any delay, or time of confideration) to fine them according co 
the Law which was made for the paying of twelve pence for every 
firſt dayes abſence from their hurch. But one of them begin to 
queſt, on whether that Law would hold them + A Lawyer ſtanding 
by, took up a Statute- Bool, and found a Stature which was made tor 
the Papiſts, to fine them twenty pounds a month, and (aid -'1r would 
hold them, he was ſure of it; ſo they read the Statue to them, and 
fined them twenty pounds a month for the four months, which was 
eighty pounds a piece. But Humph: Hide who fate Judg. prerended 
he was ſorry for Rych. Slade, and . Mather , ſaying they were 
good Harveſt-men, (for they deſired, that if any there had anv evil 
to accuſe chem of, they ſhould ſpeak) and H. Hide ſaid , he did 
believe that neither of them were able to pay the Fine : Which did 
the more manifeſt his hard-hearted Cruelty towards them, becauſe 
he knew they were not able to pay ſuch a great fine, which he, wich 
the reſt, had impoſed upon them, — his Tenants, their Lives be- 
ing in ſome of his Ellate, viz, Mary Slade, Widow, an ancient wo. 
man of near ſeventy years of ape, and not a tooth in her head, be. 
ing his Tenant in poſſeſſion, and Kichard her Son in reverſion, after 
her; and amn Mather in reverfion, and obs Langly a Tenants 
Son, being all his Neighbours, and [:bouring-men, and having little 
but what they work for, being always his Netghbours, And ſome 
time after they were committed to the Gaol , william Mathew his 
Mother. in-law went to their Landlord, Humph; Hide, to ſee if the 
could pre vall with him to get William's Liberty. He anſwered , He 
could not do any thing in it, She asked if he wpuld give his conſent 
to his coming home, He anſwered, No, never while he did live, for 
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be did not love them ſo well: And ſo they have remained Priſon. 


ers above theſe four years. 

Alſo another poor man and his wife , the one about 74 years, 
ind the other near thereabouts, becauſe they could not go to their 
Worſhip, the woman being almoſt blind , the Conſtable going to 
their Houſe to diſtrain, and finding no goods, made « complaint to 
Humph: Hide, who cauſed the old man and his wife to be broughe 
before him, and made a Mittimus, and ſent them to the Gaol, being 
above twenty miles from their habization, becauſe they did not go 
to their Worſhip, ro which he would force and compel them, or 
elſe the Gaol muſt be their hab:tation, The old mans Name was 
John C coke , and Jane his Wife, 

The firſt day of the 5: Month called Jaly, s, Hamph: Hide 
ſent a party of Soldiers with a Corporal, and Capt, Garree with a 
party of Horſe and Foct, to che Rouſe of Barthulomew Mallam, in 
Lamburn Woodlands, and meeting with ſome Friends in the fields, 


they took chem, and had them ro the Houſe. and put them in at 


door, and then accuſed them for being at a , eeting, and fo took 
them, and had them down to Lambarn Town ; to which place H. 
Hide, with ſome other Jultices, were gathered; and being brought 
before them, they commi:ced Richa d Brekes , Oliver Sanſome , and 
one more, to the Caol for three months, and ſever! men more, to 
the Bent at Aling 1:1 for three months > £ d Barth:il. AMallam, 
the man of the honſe, they committed upon the Statute ol the 35 of 
Queen Elizabeth, to the Caol. 7 

And about the .,th of the 8:h Month, called Oder, .--£6, the 
Seſſions was holden a: Newberry, to which place . M. was had;and 
in{;ted for being at a veering : To which having pleaded Not guil. 
ty, they demanded v cties till next Seflions, upon which two of bis 
acquairan ce: ;:ged or his appearance, and fo he had his liberty til 
next Sefl:« 

And ti e next Seſſions being holden atReading the 167 day of the 
11th Month cal'ed /anzary, -- 65, he had bis Tryal, and the Jury 
brought him in Not guilty of the breach of that Statute, but guilty 
of not coming tv their Church, becauſe the Conſtable ſwore again 
him that he had not ſeen him ac their Church in two years, ſo he was 
fined, 

Reading the 15th of the 6th 
Month, 1667, Remains 
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ee PRIS ONERS inthe q, Borg.” 


Tenge one having che Sentence of a Precivai'e paſt”: 


Three for refuſ ing the Oath of Allegiance, 

Five under the Sentence of BANISHMENT, 

Three fined twelye-pence a piece, being under the age of ſixteen 
tors, taken at a Meeting. >. 

Four for at meeting, three on the third account, one for figf 

8 — 

Four fined eighty pounds a piece, for not going to Steeple-houſes 


Priſoners remainins at the Howſe of n Eight, ' a 22:1 


| 1 
Five committed for three months, for meeting. 

Two for fix months, 

One Child fined twwelve-pence for not being at Steeple-houſe, = 
-* © takehpps eng, 
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